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ABSTRACT

International practices of disaster preparedness presume human agency, particularly at

the household level, as an important pre-emptive response to anticipated natural

hazards. Our analysis of Fijian responses to Tropical Cyclone Winston indicates that

preparedness is also regarded as important by cyclone survivors but has a moral

dimension that can be used to assign blame to underprepared members of the

community. However, Fijian villagers’ experiences of terror and awe during Tropical

Cyclone Winston also make them aware of the limits of human agency, prompting them

to reflect on God’s role in the cyclone and the need for collective repentance and

renewed Christian commitment. The effectiveness of disaster preparedness and climate

change adaptation efforts can only be enhanced by a better understanding of the
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values of affected communities, including religious and spiritual values. We seek to

contribute to this knowledge by showing how disaster preparedness both converges

with and diverges from Fijian Christian practices.

KEYWORDS:

Christianity cyclones disasters disaster preparedness Fiji

Acknowledgements

Of the authors, only Renata Varea and Andreas Neef participated in the fieldwork. The

other four Fijian researchers (Glenn Finau, Romitesh Kant, Jope Tarai and Jason

Titifanue) have contributed to this essay by corroborating the survey and fieldwork

materials with other sources of information including their own experiences of Tropical

Cyclone Winston in Suva and nearby areas, as well as interviews with NGO and church

leaders and collation of broader public discussions in the traditional media and in social

media fora (Cox et al. 2018; Finau et al. 2018). The first author, John Cox, has

experience of consulting on disaster management with Red Cross in Fiji, Solomon

Islands and Kiribati and has helped to structure the argument of this paper. The final

order of the authors reflects our relative contributions to writing the paper but this has

been a collaborative effort and each of us has made an indispensable contribution to

the paper.

Disclosure statement

No potential conflict of interest was reported by the authors.

Additional information

Funding

This work was supported by the Asia-Pacific Network for Global Change Research [grant

number CAF2016-RR05-CMY-Neef] ‘Climate Change Adaptation in Post-Disaster

https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Christianity
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/cyclones
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/disasters
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/disaster+preparedness
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Fiji


Related Research Data

Climate adaptation strategies in Fiji: The role of social norms and cultural values

Source: World Development

Introduction

Source: Journal of Religious and Political Practice

Coverage of extreme weather events and natural hazards in Pacific Island Countries:

The need for media capacity-building

Source: Pacific Journalism Review

The power of submission: Self and community in Fijian Pentecostal discourse

Source: American Ethnologist

The Role of Social Capital in Post-Flood Response and Recovery among Downstream

Communities of the Ba River, Western Viti Levu, Fiji Islands

Source: Unknown Repository

Bringing Kierkegaard into anthropology: Repetition, absurdity, and curses in Fiji

Source: American Ethnologist

Social Protection and Humanitarian Assistance Nexus for Disaster Response

Source: Unknown Repository

‘Break Down These Walls’: Space, Relations, and Hierarchy inFijian

EvangelicalChristianity

Source: Oceania

‘Mountains ofIsrael’:Fijians’Judaic Origins and the Use of theOldTestament

inHighlandVitiLevu

Source: Oceania

Turning the Spirits into Witchcraft: Pentecostalism in Fijian Villages1

Source: Oceania

Disaster, Divine Judgment, and Original Sin: Christian Interpretations of Tropical

Cyclone Winston and Climate Change in Fiji

Source: The Contemporary Pacific

Corrigendum: Becoming a Christian in Fiji: an ethnographic study of ontogeny

Source: Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute

Try the spirits: power encounters and anti-wonder in Christian missions

Source: Journal of Religious and Political Practice

Fiji's worst natural disaster: the 1931 hurricane and flood

Source: Disasters

Sorcery and the Moral Economy of Agency: An Ethnographic Account

Recovery Processes: Flood-Affected Communities in Cambodia and Fiji’.

https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1016%252Fj.worlddev.2018.02.029&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F20566093.2017.1351165&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.24135%252Fpjr.v24i1.422&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1111%252Famet.12564&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1108%252Fs2040-7262%25282013%25290000014010&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1111%252Famet.12066&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1596%252F26408&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1002%252Focea.5077&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1002%252Focea.5107&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1002%252Fj.1834-4461.2004.tb02860.x&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1353%252Fcp.2018.0032&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1111%252Fj.1467-9655.2004.00187.x&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F20566093.2017.1351171&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1111%252Fj.1467-7717.2010.01163.x&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1002%252Focea.5072&type=Scholix


Source: Oceania

Shifting Conceptions of Self and Society in Fijian Kindergartens

Source: Ethos

Social media and disaster communication: A case study of Cyclone Winston

Source: Pacific Journalism Review

Faith and its fulfillment: agency, exchange, and the Fijian aesthetics of completion

Source: American Ethnologist

The Value of the Vanua:

Source: Unknown Repository

Spirituality and attitudes towards Nature in the Pacific Islands: insights for enabling

climate-change adaptation

Source: Climatic Change

Christianity, Calamity, and Culture: The Involvement of Christian Churches in the 1998

Aitape Tsunami Disaster Relief

Source: The Contemporary Pacific

Salvage and Salvation: Guest Editors’ Introduction

Source: Asian Ethnology

Responding to disasters within the Christian tradition, with reference to volcanic

eruptions and earthquakes

Source: Religion

‘Are you prepared?’ Representations and management of floods in Lomanikoro, Rewa

(Fiji)

Source: Disasters

Post-Disaster Needs Assessment

Source: Unknown Repository

In God's Image

Source: Unknown Repository

Disaster as Opportunity? Cyclone Pam and the Transmission of Cultural Heritage

Source: Anthropological Forum

Becoming Sinners

Source: Unknown Repository

“Wasting time” the Veratan way

Source: HAU: Journal of Ethnographic Theory

Time and the other time: Trajectories of Fiji time

Source: History and Anthropology

God and natural disasters

Source: Unknown Repository

Integrating community based disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation:

examples from the Pacific

Source: Natural Hazards and Earth System Sciences

https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1111%252Fj.1548-1352.2009.01055.x&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.24135%252Fpjr.v24i1.400&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1525%252Fae.2000.27.1.31&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.2307%252Fj.ctt1dwstjr.10&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1007%252Fs10584-016-1646-9&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1353%252Fcp.2004.0045&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.18874%252Fae.75.1.01&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1016%252Fj.religion.2009.12.005&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1111%252Fdisa.12175&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1596%252F30945&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1525%252F9780520943681&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F00664677.2019.1647825&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1525%252F9780520937086&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.14318%252Fhau7.2.029&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F02757206.2018.1445624&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.4324%252F9781315451954-11&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.5194%252Fnhess-11-101-2011&type=Scholix


 

Linking provided by  

Related research 

Recommended articles Cited by 

15

Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

 

 

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources

by email

Copyright © 2025 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions

Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

People also read

https://scholexplorer.openaire.eu/
https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
http://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

