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ABSTRACT

The findings presented in this article are from qualitative research, funded by the
Leukaemia Foundation of Queensland, which explored the financial impact of relocation
for specialist treatment for hematology patients living in Queensland, Australia. The
findings describe the factors that contribute to the lack of, or erosion of, a buffer to the
financial distress created by diagnosis and relocation for treatment for a hematological
malignancy. Individuals vulnerable to financial distress are those who lose or reduce
employment, have restricted or no access to work cover or leave (sick, recreation or
long service), have limited savings, and who have major repayments (e.g., home and

car repayments). A combination of these factors can facilitate a spiral to acute and
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irreversible financial distress. The implications of the findings to social work are

explored.
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