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Abstract

This paper provides a comparative overview of urban transport in the world’s two most

populous countries: China and India. Cities in both countries are suffering from severe

and worsening transport problems: air pollution, noise, traffic injuries and fatalities,

congestion, parking shortages, energy use, and a lack of mobility for the poor. The

urban transport crisis in China and India results from continuing population growth,

urbanization, suburban sprawl, rising incomes, and skyrocketing motor vehicle

ownership and use. This paper critically assesses government policies in each country

and suggests a range of specific improvements. It advocates a slowdown in the

massive roadway investment in recent years and a shift in emphasis to expanding and

improving public transport, cycling, and walking facilities. While continued growth in

motor vehicle use is inevitable, China and India should restrict motor vehicle use in

congested city centres and increase taxes, fees, and charges to reflect the enormous

social and environmental costs of motor vehicle use. At the same time, much stricter

regulations should be imposed on manufacturers to produce cleaner, more energy‐

efficient, quieter, and safer cars, motorcycles, buses, and trucks. Mitigating the many
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social and environmental impacts of rising motorization is obviously important for the

future well‐being of Chinese and Indian cities. It is also crucial for the future of the rest

of the world. Unless the problems of motorization in China and India can be effectively

dealt with, the world faces sharp increases in greenhouse gases, accelerating climate

change, and rapid depletion of a range of non‐renewable resources.

Notes

1. Population numbers of the Chinese cities cited in this article are lower than those

reported in official Chinese statistics. The extensive rural populations within the official

administrative boundaries of each city have been excluded, so that the population

figures used here include only urban residents. The urban populations cited in this

article include both officially registered urban residents and the estimated number of

unofficial residents, those without a residence permit (Hukou), referred to in China as

the ‘floating population’.

https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F01441640309893&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1109%252Ftits.2004.838179&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F0144164032000083130&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1016%252Fj.enpol.2004.01.007&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.5038%252F2375-0901.8.1.5&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1146%252Fannurev.energy.25.1.629&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F135498300113237&type=Scholix


Source: Local Environment

Transport Policy in Post-Communist Europe

Source: Unknown Repository

Urban transport crisis in India

Source: Transport Policy

VoIP development in China

Source: Computer

Data and Dogma: The Great Indian Poverty Debate

Source: The World Bank Research Observer

Transport in Delhi, India: Environmental Problems and Opportunities

Source: Transportation Research Record Journal of the Transportation Research Board

Transport and Urban Form in Chinese Cities

Source: disP - The Planning Review

The Crisis of Public Transport in India: Overwhelming Needs but Limited Resources

Source: Journal of Public Transportation

The transition to electric bikes in China: history and key reasons for rapid growth

Source: Transportation

Noise and the Law

Source: Michigan Law Review

Urban mobility in the developing world

Source: Transportation Research Part A Policy and Practice

 

Linking provided by  

Related research 

Recommended articles Cited by 

261

People also read

https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1108%252F9780080456041-042&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1016%252Fj.tranpol.2005.02.008&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1109%252Fmc.2004.147&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1093%252Fwbro%252Flki009&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.3141%252F1815-01&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F02513625.2002.10556818&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.5038%252F2375-0901.7.4.1&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1007%252Fs11116-007-9118-8&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.2307%252F1287050&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1016%252Fs0965-8564%252899%252900005-1&type=Scholix
https://scholexplorer.openaire.eu/


Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

 

 

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources

by email

Copyright © 2025 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions

Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
http://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.tandfonline.com/cookies
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

