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Abstract

Guided by the theoretical concept of uncertainty, the present study was an exploratory

investigation of general partner and relational uncertainty within sibling relationships.

Undergraduate and graduate student participants responded to a written survey

utilizing scales measuring general partner uncertainty, relational uncertainty, extent of

topic avoidance, and various relational and demographic items. Results revealed that

siblings experience significantly more partner uncertainty than relational uncertainty,

although both uncertainty types were experienced at low to moderate levels. Further,

differing levels of partner and relational uncertainty were associated with frequency of

sibling contact, but not with sibling dyadic gender composition. Finally, both general

partner and relational uncertainty were significant predictors of levels of general topic

avoidance, although neither uncertainty type predicted romantic/sexual relationship



 

We Care About Your Privacy

We and our 880 partners store and access personal data,

like browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device.

Selecting I Accept enables tracking technologies to support

the purposes shown under we and our partners process data

to provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent

will disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and

ads you see may not be as relevant to you. You can

resurface this menu to change your choices or withdraw

consent at any time by clicking the Show Purposes link on

the bottom of the webpage .Your choices will have effect

within our Website. For more details, refer to our Privacy

Policy. Here

We and our partners process data to provide:

Use precise geolocation data. Actively scan device

h t i ti f id tifi ti St d/

I Accept

Reject All

Show Purpose

https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/subjects/humanities
https://www.tandfonline.com/rcqu20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rcqu20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rcqu20/54/3
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rcqu20/54/3
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/rcqu20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Bevan%2C+Jennifer+L
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Stetzenbach%2C+Kristen+A
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Batson%2C+Eric
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Bullo%2C+Kulamo
https://doi.org/10.1080/01463370600878479
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=5927&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-commstudies&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F01463370600878479&pubId=44245249&placeholderId=1074&productId=3022
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01463370600878479?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/figure/10.1080/01463370600878479?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1080/01463370600878479?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/01463370600878479?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/01463370600878479?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.1080/01463370600878479?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01463370600878479
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tandfonline.com%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F01463370600878479&title=Factors%20Associated%20with%20General%20Partner%20and%20Relational%20Uncertainty%20within%20Early%20Adulthood%20Sibling%20Relationships%3A%20Communication%20Quarterly%3A%20Vol%2054%2C%20No%203
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1
https://www.informa.com/privacy-policy/


topic avoidance levels. Theoretical implications for uncertainty management are

discussed in light of the unique sibling relationship.
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Notes

Note. N=193. 1=Relational uncertainty, 2=General partner uncertainty,

3=Romantic/sexual relationship topic avoided, 4=General topics avoided. All one-tailed

correlations are significant at p<.01.

Note. N = 193. Across rows, means with superscript letters in common do not

significantly differ at p < .05.

An earlier version of this paper was selected as a Top Four Paper in the Interpersonal

Communication Division at the 2005 annual meeting of the Western States

Communication Association.
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