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Abstract

Compared with many developing cities, urban travel choices are rather restricted in the

United States, prompting most people to drive. Recently retired from the urban

planning faculty at the University of California, Berkeley, Cervero draws from both

personal experiences and 3-plus decades of research in making a case for opening

America’s mobility marketplace to free-market forces, all the more important in this age

of information technology and smart apps. It is argued that a rich mix of mobility

options would take form as a result, ranging from smart jitneys to station cars and

automated shuttles, that would better serve America’s increasingly diverse traveling

public. The emergence of a host of microtransit services in recent years, like shared

ride hailing and upmarket private minibuses, bears this out. More transportation

choices and new mobility niches, experiences show, can give rise to less wasted and

more judicious travel. Traditional urban carriers like public buses and metered taxis can

also benefit from a more open, technology-informed mobility marketplace.

 Keywords: paratransit micro-mobility station cars carsharing jitneys

 Log in  |  Register



About Cookies On This Site

We and our partners use cookies to enhance your website

experience, learn how our site is used, offer personalised

features, measure the effectiveness of our services, and

tailor content and ads to your interests while you navigate

on the web or interact with us across devices. You can

choose to accept all of these cookies or only essential

cookies. To learn more or manage your preferences, click

“Settings”. For further information about the data we collect

from you, please see our Privacy Policy

Accept All

Essential Only

Settings

https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/rjpa20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rjpa20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjpa20/83/4
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjpa20/83/4
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/rjpa20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Cervero%2C+Robert
https://doi.org/10.1080/01944363.2017.1353433
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=110826&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-urbanstudies&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F01944363.2017.1353433&pubId=51342560&placeholderId=1074&productId=2385
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01944363.2017.1353433?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/figure/10.1080/01944363.2017.1353433?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1080/01944363.2017.1353433?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/01944363.2017.1353433?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/01944363.2017.1353433?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.1080/01944363.2017.1353433?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01944363.2017.1353433
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/paratransit
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/micro-mobility
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/station+cars
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/carsharing
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/jitneys
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01944363.2017.1369359
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjpa20/83/4?nav=tocList
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01944363.2017.1362298
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showLogin?uri=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F01944363.2017.1353433
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/registration?redirectUri=%2F
https://www.informa.com/privacy-policy/


Acknowledgments

I thank my many graduate students, colleagues, and mentors who over the years

contributed in multiple ways and many contexts to the body of work presented in this

Perspective. I particularly thank Elizabeth Theocharides for her help in assembling

some of the census data presented in this article and two anonymous reviewers for

their suggestions. The views and opinions are mine and not necessarily those of these

individuals and others.

Additional information

Notes on contributors

Robert Cervero

Robert Cervero (robertc@berkeley.edu) is professor emeritus of city and

regional planning at the University of California, Berkeley, where he also

currently serves as the director of the University of California Transportation

Center. His research and interests have focused on sustainable

transportation planning and policy in the United States and abroad.

Previous article View issue table of contents Next article 

Related research 

Recommended articles Cited by 

24

Policy and society related implications of automated driving: A review of literature and directions for

future research

Dimitris Milakis et al.

Journal of Intelligent Transportation Systems

Published online: 16 Mar 2017



The role of shared autonomous vehicle systems in delivering smart urban mobility: A systematic review

of the literature 



People also read

About Cookies On This Site

We and our partners use cookies to enhance your website

experience, learn how our site is used, offer personalised

features, measure the effectiveness of our services, and

tailor content and ads to your interests while you navigate

on the web or interact with us across devices. You can

choose to accept all of these cookies or only essential

cookies. To learn more or manage your preferences, click

“Settings”. For further information about the data we collect

from you, please see our Privacy Policy

Accept All

Essential Only

Settings

mailto:robertc@berkeley.edu
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01944363.2017.1369359
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjpa20/83/4?nav=tocList
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01944363.2017.1362298
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15472450.2017.1291351?src=recsys
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Milakis%2C+Dimitris
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15568318.2020.1798571?src=recsys
https://www.addtoany.com/share
https://www.informa.com/privacy-policy/


Fahimeh Golbabaei et al.

International Journal of Sustainable Transportation

Published online: 28 Jul 2020

Travel and the Built Environment: A Meta-Analysis

Reid Ewing et al.

Journal of the American Planning Association

Published online: 11 May 2010



View more

About Cookies On This Site

We and our partners use cookies to enhance your website

experience, learn how our site is used, offer personalised

features, measure the effectiveness of our services, and

tailor content and ads to your interests while you navigate

on the web or interact with us across devices. You can

choose to accept all of these cookies or only essential

cookies. To learn more or manage your preferences, click

“Settings”. For further information about the data we collect

from you, please see our Privacy Policy

Accept All

Essential Only

Settings

https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Golbabaei%2C+Fahimeh
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01944361003766766?src=recsys
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Ewing%2C+Reid
https://www.informa.com/privacy-policy/


Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

 

 

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources

by email

Copyright © 2024 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions

Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 3099067 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

About Cookies On This Site

We and our partners use cookies to enhance your website

experience, learn how our site is used, offer personalised

features, measure the effectiveness of our services, and

tailor content and ads to your interests while you navigate

on the web or interact with us across devices. You can

choose to accept all of these cookies or only essential

cookies. To learn more or manage your preferences, click

“Settings”. For further information about the data we collect

from you, please see our Privacy Policy

Accept All

Essential Only

Settings

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=B004808_em1_10p_5ec_d713_footeradspot
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
http://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.tandfonline.com/cookies
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.informa.com/privacy-policy/

