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Abstract

Information and communication technologies are blurring the boundaries between work
and play. We present the first empirical investigation of gender gaps in virtual game
economies. Analyzing big data sets from two major game economies, we find that
player gender and character gender influence virtual wealth in different ways in
different games. We conclude that this can be explained by different returns on female-
and male-dominated play activities, that is, virtual pink- and blue-collar occupations. As
the line between work and play increasingly blurs, researchers should track which
occupations get to keep their conventional economic rewards, and which end up being
remunerated in play money.

Keywords:


https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/subjects/information-science
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/utis20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/utis20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/utis20/30/4
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/utis20/30/4
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/utis20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Lehdonvirta%2C+Vili
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Ratan%2C+Rabindra+A
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Kennedy%2C+Tracy+L+M
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Williams%2C+Dmitri
https://doi.org/10.1080/01972243.2014.915277
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=5940&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-infoscience&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F01972243.2014.915277&pubId=46967064&placeholderId=1074&productId=1838
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01972243.2014.915277?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/figure/10.1080/01972243.2014.915277?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1080/01972243.2014.915277?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/01972243.2014.915277?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/01972243.2014.915277?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.1080/01972243.2014.915277?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01972243.2014.915277
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tandfonline.com%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F01972243.2014.915277&title=Pink%20and%20Blue%20Pixel%24%3A%20Gender%20and%20Economic%20Disparity%20in%20Two%20Massive%20Online%20Games%3A%20The%20Information%20Society%3A%20Vol%2030%2C%20No%204
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1

virtual economy playbor prosumer work online community online games digital divide

gender gap occupational segregation avatars MMO

IMFLAMMATI N
RESEARCH =

Now publishes research

covering a new section
Cardiovascular
Inflammation



https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/virtual+economy
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/playbor
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/prosumer+work
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/online+community
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/online+games
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/digital+divide
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/gender+gap
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/occupational+segregation
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/avatars
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/MMO
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=113095&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tandfonline.com%2Fjournals%2Fdjir20%2Fsections%2Fcardiovascular-inflammation%0A&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F01972243.2014.915277&pubId=46967064&placeholderId=101378&productId=107144

PPl UNIVERSITYOF
&2 BIRMINGHAM

Creating
the legal
right
toa
digital
death

We research
We activate

birmingham.ac.uk

Related research @

People also read Recommended articles Cited by
9


https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=113074&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.birmingham.ac.uk%2Fnews%2F2026%2Fwho-owns-our-digital-afterlife-and-how-the-law-responds%3Futm_campaign%3Dcommunications-ai-and-the-law%26utm_source%3Dtaylor-and-francis%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_content%3Dskyscraper&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F01972243.2014.915277&pubId=46967064&placeholderId=1351&productId=4934

Information for Open access

Authors Overview

R&D professionals Open journals

Editors Open Select

Librarians Dove Medical Press
Societies F1000Research
Opportunities Help and information
Reprints and e-prints Help and contact
Advertising solutions Newsroom

Accelerated publication All journals

Corporate access solutions Books

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources by email

8 Sign me up
X JinJe kol

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy P:Taylor and Francis
Group

Cookies Terms & conditions Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954
5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG



https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

