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Abstract

Many farmers in developing countries use treated or untreated wastewater to irrigate
crops, partly in designated irrigation schemes, but mostly on large areas of small farms
located along streams passing through or near cities. Much of the wastewater use is
informal and unplanned, as farmers divert water from streams that carry untreated or
partially treated effluent from cities and towns. The farmers generate good revenue by
selling fresh produce that, otherwise, might not be available in urban markets.
However, wastewater irrigation also creates health risks for farmers, their families, and
consumers. Public officials must consider those risks and the values generated through
wastewater irrigation, as they implement policies to protect farmers and consumers
from the negative health impacts. Given the increasing scarcity of fresh water in many
urban and peri-urban areas of developing countries, the increasing demand for food,
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and the persistent desire to improve the livelihoods of small-scale farmers, the
decisions faced by public officials will require careful analysis. To that end, we describe
in this special issue the economics, finance, business opportunities, and methodological

constraints that pertain to wastewater irrigation in developing countries.
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Notes

1.Stream water, which often is more diluted, might be less risky than water in canals
and drainage ditches.

Related research @

People also read Recommended articles Cited by
21


https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/agriculture
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/business+models
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/effluent
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/farming
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/livelihoods
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/reuse

Information for Open access

Authors Overview

R&D professionals Open journals

Editors Open Select

Librarians Dove Medical Press
Societies F1000Research
Opportunities Help and information
Reprints and e-prints Help and contact
Advertising solutions Newsroom

Accelerated publication All journals

Corporate access solutions Books

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources
by email

QSignmeup
O"M
i o ¥¢|

Copyright © 2025 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions eTaonr&Francis Group

an informa business

Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954
5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG



https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
http://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

