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Abstract

The al-Qaeda-linked Somali insurgent group al-Shabaab has raised alarm in the United
States. The proliferation of Somali piracy, too, has US foreign policymakers concerned.
This open letter to ‘Uncle Sam’ makes a straightforward case: with the pirates, America

should mete out collective punishment; with the terrorists, it should do nothing.
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Notes

1. From Mark Twain, a documentary biography directed by Ken Burns, volume 1, 2001.

2. See review of Michela Wrong's It is our turn to eat: The story of a Kenyan whistle-
blower, reviewed in the New York Review of Books, 14 March 2010, LVII, no. 1: 35-8.

3. Ahmed Nasser Abdi, personal interview, South Orange, NJ, summer 2009.

4. See the bibliography of Andrew Wapner's Master's thesis supervised by this writer,

History Department, Rutgers University, March 2010.
5. Mohammad H. Hussein ‘Sheeka-Hariir’, Fieldnotes interview, 25 February 1977.

6. Said M. M. Shire - more popularly known as Said Suugaan, or Said Culture on account
of his amazingly vast collection of Somaliana books, magazines and archival material -

kindly gave a copy of Ismaa'iil Mire's poem Osma Oga.

7. In the port town of Kisimayu, 2008.

Related research @

People also read Recommended articles Cited by
P



Information for Open access

Authors Overview

R&D professionals Open journals

Editors Open Select

Librarians Dove Medical Press
Societies F1000Research
Opportunities Help and information
Reprints and e-prints Help and contact
Advertising solutions Newsroom

Accelerated publication All journals

Corporate access solutions Books

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources
by email

9 Sign me up
O"M
You N
0
Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions P Taylor and

Francis Group
Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954
5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG



https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
http://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

