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Abstract

This article analyses South Africa's 2009 general election, the fourth of the democratic

era. It contends that while the pre-election period created a number of opportunities for

the principal opposition parties, the outcome was a disappointment for them, at least in

terms of seriously eroding the national electoral dominance of the ruling African

National Congress (ANC). The article seeks to offer a number of explanations for the

ANC's fourth consecutive victory while also recognizing that 2009 did not provide it with

an unambiguously positive mandate. The outcome might best be characterized as one

of qualified hegemony in which the ANC may now have passed its electoral high water

mark. The 2009 poll has created some useful bridgeheads for the opposition from which

they can make further advances if they can demonstrate the tactical flexibility, the

political acumen, the organizational skills, and the staying power to do so.



 

We Care About Your Privacy

We and our 845 partners store and/or access information on

a device, such as unique IDs in cookies to process personal

data. You may accept or manage your choices by clicking

below, including your right to object where legitimate

interest is used, or at any time in the privacy policy page.

These choices will be signaled to our partners and will not

affect browsing data. Privacy Policy

We and our partners process data to provide:

Use precise geolocation data. Actively scan device

characteristics for identification. Store and/or access

information on a device. Personalised advertising and

content, advertising and content measurement, audience

research and services development.

List of Partners (vendors)

I Accept

Essential Only

Show Purpose

https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/cpsa20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/cpsa20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cpsa20/37/1
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cpsa20/37/1
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/cpsa20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Hamill%2C+James
https://doi.org/10.1080/02589346.2010.492147
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=5922&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-areastudies&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F02589346.2010.492147&pubId=43554112&placeholderId=1074&productId=1822
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02589346.2010.492147?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/figure/10.1080/02589346.2010.492147?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1080/02589346.2010.492147?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/02589346.2010.492147?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/02589346.2010.492147?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.1080/02589346.2010.492147?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/02589346.2010.492147
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1
https://www.informa.com/privacy-policy/


Notes

This is an Afrikaans term which translates as a quarrel between brothers.
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