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Abstract

This article analyses South Africa's 2009 general election, the fourth of the democratic
era. It contends that while the pre-election period created a number of opportunities
for the principal opposition parties, the outcome was a disappointment for them, at
least in terms of seriously eroding the national electoral dominance of the ruling
African National Congress (ANC). The article seeks to offer a number of explanations
for the ANC's fourth consecutive victory while also recognizing that 2009 did not
provide it with an unambiguously positive mandate. The outcome might best be
characterized as one of qualified hegemony in which the ANC may now have passed
its electoral high water mark. The 2009 poll has created some useful bridgeheads for

the opposition from which they can make further advances if they can demonstrate

the tactical flexibility, the political acumen, the organizational skills, and the staying
power to do so.


https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/topic/allsubjects/PI?startPage=&target=titleSearch&content=title
https://www.tandfonline.com/cpsa20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/cpsa20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cpsa20/37/1
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cpsa20/37/1
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/cpsa20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Hamill%2C+James
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCitFormats?doi=10.1080%2F02589346.2010.492147
https://doi.org/10.1080/02589346.2010.492147
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=5947&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-politics&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F02589346.2010.492147&pubId=43554112&placeholderId=1074&productId=1600
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02589346.2010.492147?scroll=top&needAccess=true&role=tab&aria-labelledby=full-article
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/figure/10.1080/02589346.2010.492147?scroll=top&needAccess=true&role=tab&aria-labelledby=figs-data
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1080/02589346.2010.492147?scroll=top&role=tab&aria-labelledby=refs
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/02589346.2010.492147?scroll=top&needAccess=true&role=tab&aria-labelledby=cit
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/02589346.2010.492147?tab=permissions&scroll=top&role=tab&aria-labelledby=reprints-perm
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/02589346.2010.492147
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showLogin?uri=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F02589346.2010.492147
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/registration?redirectUri=%2F

< Previous article View issue table of contents Next article >

Notes

This is an Afrikaans term which translates as a quarrel between brothers.
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