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Abstract

This article analyses South Africa's 2009 general election, the fourth of the democratic
era. It contends that while the pre-election period created a number of opportunities for
the principal opposition parties, the outcome was a disappointment for them, at least in
terms of seriously eroding the national electoral dominance of the ruling African
National Congress (ANC). The article seeks to offer a number of explanations for the
ANC's fourth consecutive victory while also recognizing that 2009 did not provide it with
an unambiguously positive mandate. The outcome might best be characterized as one
of qualified hegemony in which the ANC may now have passed its electoral high water

mark. The 2009 poll has created some useful bridgeheads for the opposition from which
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they can make further advances if they can demonstrate the tactical flexibility, the

political acumen, the organizational skills, and the staying power to do so.
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Notes

This is an Afrikaans term which translates as a quarrel between brothers.

Additional information

Notes on contributors

James Hamill
Department of Politics & International Relations, University of Leicester, UK.

The author would like to acknowledge the financial support provided by the

British Academy.

Related research @

People also read Recommended articles Cited by
5

The elephant and the mice: election 2004 and the future of opposition politics in South Africa >

James Hamill
The Round Table
Published online: 24 Jan 2007


https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02589346.2010.492146
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cpsa20/37/1?nav=tocList
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02589346.2010.492148
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/0035853042000300179
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Hamill%2C+James

Information for Open access

Authors Overview

R&D professionals Open journals

Editors Open Select

Librarians Dove Medical Press
Societies F1000Research
Opportunities Help and information
Reprints and e-prints Help and contact
Advertising solutions Newsroom

Accelerated publication All journals

Corporate access solutions Books

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources
by email

9 Sign me up
O"M
You N
0
Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions P Taylor and

Francis Group
Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954
5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG



https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
http://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

