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Abstract

Within the context of globalisation, this article problematises some of the literature on
teachers’ professional identities in which a convergence and homogenisation of the
profession is implied. It achieves this by focusing on the early experiences of 32 newly
qualified teachers in Norway, Germany, and England. The article explores conceptions
of identity, deployed for this research, relating these to high- and low-trust forms of
trust and accountability in teaching. Aspects of similarity and difference between the
three education systems are then used to focus on generic as well as culturally specific
issues raised by some of the interview extracts.
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Notes

1. Mead (1934) may appear as a rather dated reference and there has been
considerable work developing and critiquing his ideas since then (e.g. Vygotsky 1978;
Burke 1991). However, Mead’s work stands for a tradition of sociological investigation
that is still relevant to this particular study.

2. 'Policing’ is used here, in its Foucauldian sense, to refer to a form of surveillance
powerful enough to induce, in some teachers, a state of consciousness mindful of the
assessment decisions they make. It should however be noted that the analysis
deployed in this paper does not follow a pure Foucauldian model.

3. Maguire’s (2008) study refers to this strategy in reference to the identities of older
women working in English university departments. Although it is acknowledged that
this is a very different occupational group from young German teachers, Maguire’s

study still offers a powerful point of analysis.

4. A colloquial phrase to refer to how those in positions of power may treat those
‘below’ them with little or no respect.

5. The Office for Standards in Education is a non-ministerial government department
set up from the schools inspectorate in 1992, to help improve the quality and standards
in education. It achieves this through inspection and by providing advice and

information to the Secretary of State for Education.

Related Research Data

‘Fade to Grey’: Older women, embodied claims and attributions in English university
departments of education
Source: Women s Studies International Forum


https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1016%252Fj.wsif.2008.09.001&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/trust+and+accountability
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/beginning+teachers
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/education+systems
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Norway
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Germany
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/England
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/teacher+identities

Sociological Practice

Source: Unknown Repository

Education Policy: Globalization, Citizenship and Democracy
Source: Unknown Repository

New Economy, New Pedagogy?

Source: Oxford Review of Education

Professional Values and Practice

Source: Unknown Repository

Leaders and Leadership in Education

Source: Unknown Repository

Qualitative Interviewing and Grounded Theory Analysis

l o P | 1 WO [ . WO TP

Related research @

People also read Recommended articles Cited by
37


https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.4135%252F9781849209946&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.4135%252F9781446221501&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F03054980307437&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.4324%252F9780203580530&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.4135%252F9781446217559&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.4135%252F9781452218403.n25&type=Scholix

Information for Open access

Authors Overview

R&D professionals Open journals

Editors Open Select

Librarians Dove Medical Press
Societies F1000Research
Opportunities Help and information
Reprints and e-prints Help and contact
Advertising solutions Newsroom

Accelerated publication All journals

Corporate access solutions Books

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources
by email

9 Sign me up
O"M
You N
0
Copyright © 2025 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions P Taylor and

Francis Group
Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954
5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG



https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
http://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

