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Abstract

This paper applies two major explanations in gated community studies, namely the club

realm of consumption and the discourse of fear, to examine the changing forms of

urban ‘gated communities’, i.e. the transition from work-unit compounds to gated

commodity housing enclaves, in urban China. While the gate has existed in China for a

long time as a physical form, it has now been rediscovered as an instrument for the

partitioning of derelict socialist landscapes produced by ‘economising urbanisation’ and

a post-socialist imagined ‘good life’. The study highlights that the function of gating is

dependent upon social and economic contexts: under socialism, gating reinforces

political control and collective consumption organised by the state; in the post-reform

era, the gate demarcates emerging consumer clubs in response to the retreat of the

state from the provision of public goods. While the discourse of fear seems less

applicable to the Chinese city, urban fragmentation is paving the way to a new urban



 

We Care About Your Privacy

We and our 843 partners store and/or access information on

a device, such as unique IDs in cookies to process personal

data. You may accept or manage your choices by clicking

below, including your right to object where legitimate

interest is used, or at any time in the privacy policy page.

These choices will be signaled to our partners and will not

affect browsing data. Privacy Policy

We and our partners process data to provide:

Use precise geolocation data. Actively scan device

characteristics for identification. Store and/or access

information on a device. Personalised advertising and

content, advertising and content measurement, audience

research and services development.

List of Partners (vendors)

I Accept

Essential Only

Show Purpose

https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/chos20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/chos20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/chos20/20/2
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/chos20/20/2
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/chos20/20/2
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/chos20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Wu%2C+Fulong
https://doi.org/10.1080/026730303042000331754
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=5938&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-health&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F026730303042000331754&pubId=44598613&placeholderId=1074&productId=2826
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/026730303042000331754?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/figure/10.1080/026730303042000331754?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1080/026730303042000331754?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/026730303042000331754?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/026730303042000331754?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.1080/026730303042000331754?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/026730303042000331754
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1
https://www.informa.com/privacy-policy/


Related Research Data

Reconfiguring Private and Public: State, Capital and New Housing Developments in

Berlin and Budapest

Source: SAGE Publications

Neoliberalism and the Aestheticization of New Middle‐Class Landscapes

Source: Wiley

Sharing without caring

Source: Oxford University Press (OUP)

Urban Restructuring in North America and Western Europe

Source: John Wiley & Sons, Ltd

The Rise of Gated Communities in Israel: Reflections on Changing Urban Governance

in a Neo-liberal Era:

Source: SAGE Publications

Gated/gating community: the settlement complex in the West Bank

Source: Wiley

Debordering and rebordering in the residential borderlands of suburban Guangzhou

Source: Informa UK Limited

Urban planners and the production of gated communities in China: A structure–agency

approach:

Source: SAGE Publications

Market Transition and the Commodification of Housing in Urban China

Source: Wiley

experience of insecurity, which has begun to appear in the discourse of ‘community

building’ in urban China.

 Keywords: Gated community urban China social inequalities urban governance commodity housing

Acknowledgements

This research is supported by the project under the British Academy Larger Grant

scheme (LRG-37484). I would like to thank anonymous reviewers for their constructive

comments. Special thanks are given to Chris Webster who enlightened me during

further fieldwork on gated communities in Beijing in March 2004.

https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1177%252F0042098009351188&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1111%252Fj.1467-8330.2009.00677.x&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1093%252Fcjres%252Frsw045&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1002%252F9781444397499&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1177%252F0042098009105508&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1111%252Ftran.12045&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F02723638.2018.1439438&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1177%252F0042098018801138&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1111%252Fj.1468-2427.1996.tb00325.x&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Gated+community
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/urban+China
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/social+inequalities
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/urban+governance
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/commodity+housing


Public intervention, private aspiration: Gated communities and the condominisation of

housing landscapes in Singapore

Source: Wiley

Evolving enclave urbanism in China and its socio-spatial implications: the case of

Guangzhou

Source: Informa UK Limited

Governance Restructuring in Los Angeles and Toronto: Amalgamation or Secession?

Source: Wiley

Gated communities in Indonesia

Source: Elsevier BV

THE EMERGENCE OF AFFLUENCE IN BEIJING: RESIDENTIAL SOCIAL STRATIFICATION IN

CHINA'S CAPITAL CITY

Source: Informa UK Limited

Ungating the city: A permeability perspective:

Source: SAGE Publications

Marketing the Chinese Dream Home: Gated Communities and Representations of the

Good Life in (Post-)Socialist Shanghai

Source: Informa UK Limited

Urban form, car ownership and activity space in inner suburbs: A comparison between

Beijing (China) and Chicago (United States):

Source: SAGE Publications

Housing inequality in urban China in the 1990s

Source: Wiley

Modeling the Effect of Income Segregation on Communicable Disease Transmission

Source: Wiley

Assessing the effect of neighbourhood structure on residents’ perceptions of safety in

gated communities: a case study of Iran

Source: Emerald

The Edge and the Center: Gated Communities and the Discourse of Urban Fear

Source: Wiley

The Fortress City: Privatized Spaces, Consumer Citizenship

Source: Blackwell Publishers Ltd

From Welfare Housing to Home Ownership: The Dilemma of China's Housing Reform

Source: Informa UK Limited

Searching for a New Institutional Fix: The After‐Fordist Crisis and the Global‐Local

Disorder

Source: Blackwell Publishers Ltd

Transitional Cities

Source: SAGE Publications

Gated cities of tomorrow

https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1111%252Fj.1467-8373.2009.01394.x&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F14649365.2012.762112&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1111%252F1468-2427.00277&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1016%252Fs0264-2751%252802%252900042-2&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.2747%252F0272-3638.22.1.54&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1177%252F0042098017733943&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.2747%252F0272-3638.28.2.129&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1177%252F0042098015581123&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1111%252F1468-2427.00176&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1002%252Fwmh3.311&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1108%252Fsc-09-2016-0019&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1525%252Faa.2001.103.1.45&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1002%252F9780470712726.ch14&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F02673030082478&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1002%252F9780470712726.ch9&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1068%252Fa3634&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.3828%252Ftpr.2001.72.2.149&type=Scholix


Source: Liverpool University Press

Housing Differentiation Under Market Transition in Nanjing, China

Source: (:unav)

The rise of “foreign gated communities” in Beijing: between economic globalization

and local institutions

Source: Elsevier BV

Securing the 'Civilised' Enclaves: Gated Communities and the Moral Geographies of

Exclusion in (Post-)socialist Shanghai

Source: SAGE Publications

Changes in the Structure of Public Housing Provision in Urban China

Source: SAGE Publications

Housing Policy and Practice in China

Source: Palgrave Macmillan UK

Urban dystopia and epistemologies of hope

Source: SAGE Publications

Housing Migrant Workers in Rapidly Urbanizing Regions: A Study of the Chinese Model

in Shenzhen

Source: Informa UK Limited

The Transformation of Social Space in China’s Late Imperial Capital City

Source: SAGE Publications

Activity Spaces and Sociospatial Segregation in Beijing

Source: Informa UK Limited

EVOLUTION OF THE HOUSING MARKET AND ITS SOCIOECONOMIC IMPACTS

Source: Wiley

‘ECO’ FOR WHOM?

Source: Wiley

The Urban Heritage of the Soviet Regime The Case of Riga, Latvia

Source: Informa UK Limited

The Housing Market and Tenure Decisions in Chinese Cities: A Multivariate Analysis of

the Case of Guangzhou

Source: Informa UK Limited

Transplanting cityscapes: the use of imagined globalization in housing

commodification in Beijing

Source: Wiley

The variegated role of the state in different gated neighbourhoods in China

Source: SAGE Publications

Fortcified Enclaves: The New Urban Segregation

Source: Duke University Press

 

Linking provided by  

https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F00330124.2011.614565&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1016%252Fj.cities.2004.03.002&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F00420980701373503&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F0042098966529&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1057%252F9780230505988&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1177%252F0309132514544805&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F02673030903362019&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1177%252F009614420002700104&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.2747%252F0272-3638.33.2.256&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1111%252Fjoes.12076&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1111%252F1468-2427.12233&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F01944369308975842&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F02673030082360&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1111%252Fj.0004-0894.2004.00219.x&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1177%252F0042098019838423&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1215%252F08992363-8-2-303&type=Scholix
https://scholexplorer.openaire.eu/


Related research 

Recommended articles Cited by 

203

Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

 

 

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources

by email

Copyright © 2024 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions

Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 3099067 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

People also read

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
http://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.tandfonline.com/cookies
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.addtoany.com/share

