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Abstract

This paper applies two major explanations in gated community studies, namely the club

realm of consumption and the discourse of fear, to examine the changing forms of

urban ‘gated communities’, i.e. the transition from work-unit compounds to gated

commodity housing enclaves, in urban China. While the gate has existed in China for a

long time as a physical form, it has now been rediscovered as an instrument for the

partitioning of derelict socialist landscapes produced by ‘economising urbanisation’ and

a post-socialist imagined ‘good life’. The study highlights that the function of gating is

dependent upon social and economic contexts: under socialism, gating reinforces

political control and collective consumption organised by the state; in the post-reform

era, the gate demarcates emerging consumer clubs in response to the retreat of the

state from the provision of public goods. While the discourse of fear seems less



 

https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/subjects/social-sciences
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/chos20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/chos20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/chos20/20/2
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/chos20/20/2
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/chos20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Wu%2C+Fulong
https://doi.org/10.1080/026730303042000331754
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=5926&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-builtenvironment&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F026730303042000331754&pubId=44598613&placeholderId=1074&productId=1798
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/026730303042000331754?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/figure/10.1080/026730303042000331754?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1080/026730303042000331754?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/026730303042000331754?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/026730303042000331754?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.1080/026730303042000331754?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/026730303042000331754
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tandfonline.com%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F026730303042000331754&title=Rediscovering%20the%20%E2%80%98Gate%E2%80%99%20Under%20Market%20Transition%3A%20From%20Work-unit%20Compounds%20to%20Commodity%20Housing%20Enclaves%3A%20Housing%20Studies%3A%20Vol%2020%2C%20No%202
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1


Related Research Data

Spaces of Neoliberalism

Source: Unknown Repository

Market Transition and the Commodification of Housing in Urban China*

Source: International Journal of Urban and Regional Research

Governance Restructuring in Los Angeles and Toronto: Amalgamation or Secession?

Source: International Journal of Urban and Regional Research

Gated communities in Indonesia

Source: Cities

THE EMERGENCE OF AFFLUENCE IN BEIJING: RESIDENTIAL SOCIAL STRATIFICATION IN

CHINA'S CAPITAL CITY

Source: Urban Geography

Housing inequality in urban China in the 1990s

Source: International Journal of Urban and Regional Research

The Edge and the Center: Gated Communities and the Discourse of Urban Fear

Source: American Anthropologist

applicable to the Chinese city, urban fragmentation is paving the way to a new urban

experience of insecurity, which has begun to appear in the discourse of ‘community

building’ in urban China.
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