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Abstract

This article looks at policy for quality assurance and evaluation in Scotland, its history
and more recent developments, and in particular, at the emphasis on school self-
evaluation. It examines the history of the concept, its constituent elements and the role
of the Inspectorate in establishing it. Further, the article discusses the Scottish self-
evaluation model as a means of promoting the country’s distinctive identity in
education within a European frame. It discusses the role of the Standing International
Conference of Inspectorates as a major forum for the transmission of ideas about self-

evaluation that illuminates the role of networks in promoting Europeanisation.
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Notes

1. This article draws on research in progress on the ESRC-funded project ‘Governing by
Numbers: data and education governance in Scotland and England’ RES--00-23-1385,
which is part of the Eurocores ‘Fabricating Quality in European Education’ project of the
European Science Foundation.

2. The ‘Performance Indicators’ used in the early versions of HGIOS? were renamed
‘Quality Indicators’ in revised versions in 2002 and 2007.

3. These were England, Scotland, Northern Ireland, Ireland, the Netherlands, Austria,
the Czech republic, Portugal, France, the French-speaking community of Belgium,
Hesse, Saxony and Denmark - Denmark, although it does not have an inspection
system, has a long tradition of quality assurance processes. Therefore, the focus in

Denmark was on the role of the Danish national advisors.

Related research @

People also read Recommended articles Cited by
15

Governing education through data in England: from regulation to self-evaluation >

Jenny Ozga
Journal of Education Policy
Published online: 20 Mar 2009


https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/European+education+space
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Inspectorate
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/quality+assurance
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Scotland
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/school+improvement
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/self%E2%80%90evaluation
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02680930902733139
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tedp20/24/2?nav=tocList
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02680930902734103
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02680930902733121
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Ozga%2C+Jenny

Information for Open access

Authors Overview

R&D professionals Open journals

Editors Open Select

Librarians Dove Medical Press
Societies F1000Research
Opportunities Help and information
Reprints and e-prints Help and contact
Advertising solutions Newsroom

Accelerated publication All journals

Corporate access solutions Books

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources by email

8 Sign me up
X JinJe kol

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy e Taylor& Francis

by informae--
Cookies Terms & conditions Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954
5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG



https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

