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Abstract

This paper is an exploration of the use of Internet technologies as tools that form a part

of democracy promotion programs in authoritarian regimes by international

development actors – in particular United States Agency for International Development.

It discusses the role of development actors in democracy promotion, the role of the

Internet and new media in democracy promotion and the impact this has had on Cuba's

nascent Internet infrastructure. It discusses and asks questions about the role of

development actors in the promotion of democracy, the emergence of online dissidents

in Cuba and their impact on discussions pertaining to a so-called Cuban Spring and the

challenges of introducing the Internet into Cuba.
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Notes

Democracy promotion here is defined to include democracy assistance programs

engaged in by external actors to encourage the development of democracy within a

given state.

Please see http://www.devdir.org/la_caribbean.htm.

Please see http://www.careinternational.org.uk/where-we-work/cuba;

http://www.oxfam.org/en/cuba.

For more information, see http://www.itu.int/en/about/Pages/default.aspx.

For more information, see http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/connect/americas/.

Data for the World Development Indicators on Internet users are based on nationally

reported data to the ITU. Some countries derive these data from surveys, but since

survey questions and definitions differ, the estimates may not be strictly comparable.

Countries without surveys generally derive their estimates by multiplying subscriber

counts reported by Internet service providers by a multiplier and this method may

undercount actual users, particularly in developing countries. However, it is a good

indication of Internet usage in Cuba in relation to the region.

http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/06/15/net-us-cuba-telecommunications-

idUSBRE85D14H20120615.

Retrieved March 27, 2012, from http://www.informaticahabana.cu/en/home.

Retrieved March 27, 2012, from http://blogssobrecuba.blogspot.com/.

Previous article View issue table of contents Next article 

https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/IT+Ethics
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Cuba
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/democracy+promotion
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/USAID
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/development+agencies
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/ICT
http://www.devdir.org/la_caribbean.htm
http://www.careinternational.org.uk/where-we-work/cuba
http://www.oxfam.org/en/cuba
http://www.itu.int/en/about/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/connect/americas/
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/06/15/net-us-cuba-telecommunications-idUSBRE85D14H20120615
http://www.informaticahabana.cu/en/home
https://blogssobrecuba.blogspot.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02681102.2012.751570
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/titd20/19/4?nav=tocList
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02681102.2013.851817


Related Research Data

Open Networks, Closed Regimes: The Impact of the Internet on Authoritarian Rule

Source: Foreign Affairs

Democracy promotion before and after the ‘colour revolutions’

Source: Democratization

Will the Internet Spoil Fidel Castro’s Cuba?

Source: Unknown Repository

The Consequences of the Internet for Politics

Source: Annual Review of Political Science

At War's End

Source: Unknown Repository

Georgia's ongoing struggle for a better future continued: democracy promotion

through civil society development

Source: Democratization

A Quarter-Century of Promoting Democracy

Source: Journal of Democracy

In 2008, the Cuban government allowed consumer sales of personal electronic goods

such as mobile phones.

Related research 

Recommended articles Cited by 

6

Book Review

Immunological Investigations

Published online: 26 Aug 2009



Anisotropy of nanoindentation in copper single crystals under different orientations

Maohong Yang et al.

Materials Science and Technology

Published online: 4 May 2023



People also read

https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.2307%252F20033442&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F13510340903082978&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.7551%252Fmitpress%252F2328.003.0016&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1146%252Fannurev-polisci-030810-110815&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1017%252Fcbo9780511790836&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F13510340903083000&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1353%252Fjod.2007.a223228&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1081/IMM-200038656
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02670836.2023.2205771
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Yang%2C+Maohong


Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

   

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources by email

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy

Cookies Terms & conditions Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

