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Abstract

The relative complexity of procurement under public–private partnership (PPP) means

that tendering periods can be longer compared to traditional procurement models.

Reducing the tendering period is therefore an important challenge if PPP is to deliver

infrastructure on time and within budget. Using data from 59 PPP projects in Ireland we

find that the average tendering period has been 34 months. Analysis using duration

analysis shows that tendering periods have fallen over time and are positively but not

strongly associated with the capital value of projects. Tendering periods are longer for

projects that do not involve private finance with the majority of such projects procured

by local authorities. We use two case studies of PPP procurement to explore these

issues further. Both cases highlight the complex array of factors that can impact on

tendering periods some of which are outside the control of the procurement authority.
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Notes

1. For the 17 projects omitted from our sample it was not possible to source accurate

data on both the tender and contract award dates.

2. Etenders.gov.ie is the website of the National Procurement Service in Ireland where

all public sector contracting authorities advertise procurement opportunities and award

notices. Mytenders.ie is a privately-run website that publishes every tender and

contract award notice procured by Irish public sector contracting authorities.

3. Other sources included publicly available documents (e.g. reports by the C&AG), the

websites of individual procurement authorities (e.g. the NDFA, NRA, local authorities,

etc.). In a limited number of cases it was necessary to rely on reports in national and

local newspapers to determine the date of contract award.

4. Other specifications such as the non-parametric cox proportional hazards model were

also estimated but not presented here. Although the results of the model presented in 

 were similar to those from the cox specification, the parametric specification

(Weibull) was chosen due to the greater precision provided. Various other distributions,

such as the exponential distribution, were also considered within this parametric

framework. However, these were rejected based upon diagnostic and goodness of fit

measures such as the AIC and BIC criteria. The significance of the term ln/p in 

also supports the Weibull specification.

5. The proposed cap was designed to ensure that the aggregate capacity of licensed

incinerators should not exceed 30% of municipal solid waste arisings, and from 2015

should not exceed 25% of municipal solid waste arising (Gorecki, Acheson, and Lyons

2010, 44).
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