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Abstract

Abandoned housing projects is one of the housing problems in Peninsular Malaysia.
Even though there are laws and policies provided by the Malaysian government to
govern the housing industry, the abandoned housing projects problem is still an
unresolved issue for the Malaysian government. The real victims are the purchasers
themselves. There are no specific or common ways to face the problems because the
issues faced by the stakeholders vary for each and every abandoned housing project.
This paper will discuss law and practice in the rehabilitation of abandoned housing
projects in Peninsular Malaysia and compare them with the position in the Republic of
Singapore. From the comparative approach, certain suggestions will be forwarded at
the end of the paper to carry out rehabilitation in Peninsular Malaysia and Singapore.
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Pusat Bandar Damansara, Kuala Lumpur), personal communication, 14 july 2010.

2Division of Supervision and Enforcement, Ministry of Housing and Local Government,
Laporan Senarai Projek Perumahan Terbengkalai Dari Tahun 1990 - Jun 2005 (Ministry of
Housing and Local Government, Kuala Lumpur nd) 1.

3NHM Dahlan, ‘Abandoned Housing Projects in Peninsular Malaysia: Legal and
Regulatory Framework’ (unpublished Ph.D in Law thesis, International Islamic University
Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur 2009).

4In English it is called ‘Abandoned Housing Projects Rehabilitation Fund'.

>Ministry of Housing and Local Government file numbers: KPKT/08/824/ /337,
KPKT/08/824/3579, KPKT/08/824/5976-1), KPKT/08/824/6698-1, KPKT/08/824/3947-5,
KPKT/08/824/5737-1, KPKT/08/824/3040/E, KPKT/08/3013/E, KPKT/08/2349-
2KPKT/08/824/7347-1, KPKT/08/824/3229-1 and KPKT/08/824/3361-1.

®Ministry of Housing and Local Government file number: KPKT/08/824/7347-1.

’NHM Dahlan, ‘Rehabilitation of Abandoned Housing Project: Experience of An
Abandoned Housing Developer Through the Help of a Government Agency’ (2007) 1

Malayan Law Journal cxxvi.

8NHM Dahlan, ‘Abandoned Housing Projects in Malaysia: A Legal Perspective’ (2006) 6
Malayan Law Journal 6; NHM Dahlan, ‘Rehabilitation of Abandoned Housing Project:
Experience of An Abandoned Housing Developer Through the Help of A Government
Agency’ 2007 1 Malayan Law Journal 1; NHM Dahlan, ‘Rehabilitation of Abandoned
Housing Project in Peninsular Malaysia by A Purchasers’ Voluntary Scheme: A Case
Study’ (2007) 4 Malayan Law Journal clvii; Dahlan, thesis (n 3).

9Dahlan, thesis (n 3) 123-39.

101pbid 140-41.



LDijvision of Supervision and Enforcement (n 2) 1.
2|pid.

13|pbid. On the Malaysia Department of Insolvency, see (http://www.insolvensi.gov.my/).

14Djvision of Supervision and Enforcement (n 2).
151bid 1, 5, 26.
16|hid 26, 3.

"Normally, the aggrieved purchasers apply for help to the Ministry of Finance (MOF),
Ministry of Housing and Local Government (MHLG), Chief Ministers (Menteri Besar/Ketua
Menteri) and the Prime Minister through their respective States’ Assemblymen (Ahli
Dewan Undangan Negeri - ADUN) or their Members of Parliament (MPs) to rehabilitate
the abandoned housing projects. However, this may take some time. Sometimes, the
application may not be approved due to problems related to the projects. The approval
usually depends on the gravity of the problems, the availability of funds on the part of
the government or the ‘political interest’ of the government. These parties (MOF, MHLG
and the PM) may instruct SPNB/TPPT to carry out a feasibility study and rehabilitation

scheme.

18Dahlan, thesis (n 3) 142-43.

19[12005] 6 MLJ 497 (Court of Appeal at Putrajaya).

20[2002] 6 ML) 632.

2111995] MLJU 46; [1995] 2 CLJ 471 (High Court at Johor Bahru).
22[1992] 1 MLJ 166 (High Court in Ipoh).

23[1990] 1 LNS 42; [1990] 2 MLJ 511 (High Court at Kuala Lumpur).
24See n 22.

25See n 23.

26[2008] 1 MLJ 585 (Court of Appeal at Putrajaya).

2711998] MLJU 492 (High Court at Johor Bahru, Johor Darul Takzim).


http://www.insolvensi.gov.my/

28[1997] 1 MLJ 808; [1996] 1 LNS 105 (High Court at Kuala Lumpur).
29[1992] 2 MLJ 370; [1992] 1 LNS 26 (High Court at Kuala Lumpur).
30Ibid.

31pahlan, thesis (n 3) 148-49.

32[1988] 3 ML) 211 (High Court at Temerluh).

34Dahlan, thesis (n 3) 146-47.

330S No 31-4169-1986.

331bid 147.

36[1995] MLJU 79; [1995] 3 CLJ 224 (High Court at Kuala Lumpur).
37Division of Supervision and Enforcement (n 2) 7, 8.

38Dahlan, thesis (n 3) 145.
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