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Abstract

The article draws on interpretive frameworks from diffusion research and social network
analysis to explore one particular ‘travelling reform’—outcomes-based education—that
went global. The argument is made that by virtue of studying late adopters of a
travelling reform one is examining globalisation. The cases in point for late adoption are
Central Asian education systems (in particular Mongolia and Kyrgyz Republic) that
borrowed outcomes-based education reforms at a time when the popularity of similar
reforms were already in decline in other countries, notably in New Zealand, Australia
and South Africa. The emphasis of this study is on the timing of policy borrowing, and it
is suggested that more attention is given to the economics of policy borrowing.
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Notes

1. OBE was discussed in the United States for a brief period in the late 1980s, but was
replaced by Goals 2000 in most states, a standards-based approach to curriculum
reform issued by the Federal Government in 1994. However, the 2001 No Child Left
Behind Act (NCLB) triggered a renewed interest in outcomes-based accountability or
‘new accountability’, a term coined by researchers affiliated with the Consortium for
Policy Research in Education (Fuhrman, 1999). See Jennifer O’'Day’s critique of the

‘outcomes-based bureaucratic model of school accountability’ (O’'Day, 2002, p. 294),
which she finds re-emerging in federal legislation in general, and the NCLB Act in

particular.

2. Article 47 deals with ‘Assessment of Performance Agreement’ and Article 49 with
‘Payment of Performance Bonuses to Employees’ (Parliament of Mongolia, 2002).

3. The greatest delay occurred at the parliamentary level. The first draft for the Public
Sector Management and Finance Law was submitted in 1997 (see Lanking, 2004), but
only approved in 2002. Once it was approved, the ministries were eager to adopt it,
with the financial support of ADB, to their sector.

Related Research Data

Structural adjustment and education: Adapting to a growing global market
Source: International Journal of Educational Development

Policy Entrepreneurs and the Diffusion of Innovation

Source: American Journal of Political Science

Education sector analysis in Africa: limited national control and even less national
ownership

Source: International Journal of Educational Development

The Institutional Sources of Educational Reform: The Case of School-Based
Management

Source: American Educational Research Journal

Knowledge for development?

Source: Unknown Repository

What Is Policy Convergence and What Causes It?


https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1016%252F0738-0593%252894%252990015-9&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.2307%252F2111674&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1016%252Fs0738-0593%252899%252900028-0&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.2307%252F1163224&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.5040%252F9781350220966&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1017%252Fs0007123400006116&type=Scholix

Source: British Journal of Political Science

NnNn't trv thic at hnMa? A Nleaw 7Zaaland annrnarcrh +tn nithlic mananamant refarm in

Related research @

People also read Recommended articles Cited by
140

Information for Open access
Authors Overview

R&D professionals Open journals
Editors Open Select
Librarians Dove Medical Press
Societies F1000Research
Opportunities Help and information
Reprints and e-prints Help and contact
Advertising solutions Newsroom
Accelerated publication All journals
Corporate access solutions Books

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources
by email

9 Sign me up
O M
You N
V|
Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions P Taylor and

Francis Group
Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954
5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG



https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1016%252Fs1096-7494%252800%252989036-4&type=Scholix
https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

