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Abstract

This paper investigates the changes in educational policy in England regarding the

implementing of the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (henceforth IBDP)

into post-16 (sixth form) education. The aim is to illustrate the unique trajectory of the

IBDP in England: from its adoption in schools and colleges across the country, to its

removal, due largely to a combination of specific changes, such as government funding

criteria inside state education, and the tariff system for university entry that is

deployed for qualifications at 18. This paper explores this combination of changes using

interview data with 28 senior leaders from eight schools and colleges that have

introduced the IBDP, including state centres that have subsequently had to remove it

from their curriculum. Employing the idea of a neo-liberal social imaginary, this paper

analyses the resulting level of social exclusion inside the English post-16 curriculum



 

We Care About Your Privacy

We and our 848 partners store and/or access information on

a device, such as unique IDs in cookies to process personal

data. You may accept or manage your choices by clicking

below, including your right to object where legitimate

interest is used, or at any time in the privacy policy page.

These choices will be signaled to our partners and will not

affect browsing data. Privacy Policy

We and our partners process data to provide:

Use precise geolocation data. Actively scan device

characteristics for identification. Store and/or access

information on a device. Personalised advertising and

content, advertising and content measurement, audience

research and services development.

List of Partners (vendors)

I Accept

Essential Only

Show Purpose

https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/core20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/core20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/core20/43/4
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/core20/43/4
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/core20/43/4
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/core20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Outhwaite%2C+Deborah
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Ferri%2C+Giuliana
https://doi.org/10.1080/03054985.2017.1329719
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=5932&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-education&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F03054985.2017.1329719&pubId=51237829&placeholderId=1074&productId=1183
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03054985.2017.1329719?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/figure/10.1080/03054985.2017.1329719?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1080/03054985.2017.1329719?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/03054985.2017.1329719?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/03054985.2017.1329719?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.1080/03054985.2017.1329719?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/03054985.2017.1329719
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1
https://www.informa.com/privacy-policy/


created by the educational policies adopted by successive governments since the 2008

economic recession. The paper argues that the rise and decline of the IBDP in England

has resulted in a significant level of socially differentiated take up, largely in

independent schools, and in state schools in London and the South-East of the country.

This paper concludes that access to the IBDP is restricted with regard to both

geographical and social mobility and that current access to the IBDP in England is

helping to sustain a ‘globally mobile transnational elite group’, thus reinforcing the

connection established between the IBDP’s wider curriculum and global capitalism.
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