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Abstract

Within contemporary liberal peace discourse, poverty and underdevelopment are being

constructed as ‘new threats’ that feed conflict and terrorism. This perception has

encouraged a growing convergence between the security and development policies of

the major donors. However, in Africa, where the need to simultaneously tackle conflict

and underdevelopment is most pressing, the global institutions have failed to

acknowledge that the neo-liberal policies that they pursue have been instrumental in

structuring the domestic political and economic tensions that have contributed to

violent conflict. Moreover, the current preoccupation with the war on terror has

encouraged the co-option of development resources for security functions resulting in

the incremental securitisation of development policies. Regardless of its expanding

base and the process of mission creep, the liberal peace complex has failed to secure

sustainable peace in Africa. Into the vacuum created by failure, the ‘new barbarian’



 

We Care About Your Privacy

We and our 848 partners store and/or access information on

a device, such as unique IDs in cookies to process personal

data. You may accept or manage your choices by clicking

below, including your right to object where legitimate

interest is used, or at any time in the privacy policy page.

These choices will be signaled to our partners and will not

affect browsing data. Privacy Policy

We and our partners process data to provide:

Use precise geolocation data. Actively scan device

characteristics for identification. Store and/or access

information on a device. Personalised advertising and

content, advertising and content measurement, audience

research and services development.

List of Partners (vendors)

I Accept

Essential Only

Show Purpose

https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/crea20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/crea20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/crea20/32/106
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/crea20/32/106
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/crea20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Willett%2C+Susan
https://doi.org/10.1080/03056240500467062
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=5947&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-politics&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F03056240500467062&pubId=40084719&placeholderId=1074&productId=1600
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03056240500467062?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/figure/10.1080/03056240500467062?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1080/03056240500467062?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/03056240500467062?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/03056240500467062?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.1080/03056240500467062?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/03056240500467062
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1
https://www.informa.com/privacy-policy/


Related Research Data

Post‐conflict stabilization in Africa

Source: Wiley

In the best interests of youth or neoliberalism? The World Bank and the New Global

Youth Empowerment Project

Source: Informa UK Limited

Post-war economies and the New York dissensus

Source: Informa UK Limited

Creating Space for Emancipatory Human Security

Source: Oxford University Press (OUP)

agenda that underpins the ‘war on terror’ has surreptitiously moved, expanding its

reach and its wake of pillage and destruction.

Notes

1. The British militarily has engaged in peacekeeping operations in Sierra Leone but on

an independent basis and not as Blue Helmets.

2. James Wolfensohn, keynote address at the Woodrow Wilson International Centre in

March 2002.
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