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Abstract

Highly publicised large-scale land deals for biofuels are raising prospects for macro-
level benefits in recipient countries, but also carry the threat of appropriation of land
and natural resources from the poor local people who depend on these assets. This
paper examines the extent to which local people are party to land allocation processes,
considering both the procedural issues of consultation and consent, and the distributive
issues around compensation. Current evidence is that local people's capacity to bargain
or give free consent to investments is limited by their lack of access to economic and
institutional alternatives. While host governments may offer policy support to local
rights and claims, government agencies tend to align with the interests of large-scale
investors when tested in real negotiations.
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Notes

LFPIC is formalised through article 32 of the 2007 UN Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples. Its fundamental principle is that indigenous people have the right
to approve or veto proposed developments on their lands, based on full information,
representative institutions, and iterative, culturally sensitive negotiation, backed up by
effective systems for grievance, redress, and mitigation (Colchester and Ferrari 2007).

2Based on FAO definitions and estimations of land suitable for agriculture.
3Interview with Sudanese government official, 22 February 2009.
4Interview with government official, 18 February 2009.

STanzania's Land (Amendment) Act 2004 introduced another land access arrangement -
the establishment of joint ventures between foreign investors and local groups (under
Article 19(2)(c) of the Land Act, as amended). Under this arrangement, local groups
retain land rights while the investor obtains lesser land rights from the local group.

SInterview with an FAO country officer, 11 February 20009.
’One US dollar is about 30 meticais.

8The lowest recordable level on the records sheet; most are likely to offer considerably

fewer than 50 full-time equivalent jobs.

9Written note submitted on data sheet, 13 March 20009.
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This paper is based largely on a collaborative study (Cotula et al. 2009)

undertaken by the International Institute for Environment and Development
(IIED), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN (FAO), and the
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), with funding from
IIED's multi-donor framework agreement (Danida, DFID, DGIS, Irish Aid,
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constructive comments.

Related research @

People also read Recommended articles Cited by
232

Forests, food, and fuel in the tropics: the uneven social and ecological consequences of the emerging
political economy of biofuels >

Peter Dauvergne et al.
The Journal of Peasant Studies
Published online: 23 Sep 2010

Green Grabbing: a new appropriation of nature? >

James Fairhead et al.
The Journal of Peasant Studies
Published online: 19 Apr 2012 v

The new enclosures: critical perspectives on corporate land deals >

Ben White et al.
The Journal of Peasant Studies
Published online: 28 May 2012

View more


https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03066150.2010.512451
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Dauvergne%2C+Peter
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03066150.2012.671770
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Fairhead%2C+James
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03066150.2012.691879
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/White%2C+Ben

Information for Open access

Authors Overview

R&D professionals Open journals

Editors Open Select

Librarians Dove Medical Press
Societies F1000Research
Opportunities Help and information
Reprints and e-prints Help and contact
Advertising solutions Newsroom

Accelerated publication All journals

Corporate access solutions Books

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources by email

8 Sign me up
X JinJe kol

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy e Taylor& Francis

by informae--
Cookies Terms & conditions Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954
5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG



https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

