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Abstract

The recent turn of events in Myanmar has surprised and puzzled those in the West who
formerly condemned the military government, yet now seem keen to visit and be seen
with Aung San Suu Kui. The article suggests that the West's analysis of the previous
situation was badly flawed. On the basis of an alternative narrative of the last twenty
years, the author argues that what is now happening is not an abrupt change of
direction, but rather a continuation of a policy line followed by the army for many
years. Their concern has always been with national security. The recent deals with the
many ethnic-based insurgent groups provide a basis on which it is possible for them to
change focus and promote the political and economic strength of the country. This
article was written before the results of the 1 April election were known, but suggests
that, whatever the outcome, many of the problems which plagued previous regimes will
persist.
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Notes

This article is a sequel to Robert H. Taylor, ‘Myanmar: Reconciliation or Reconsolidation?
Isolation or Resolution?’, Asian Affairs Vol. XL, No. Il (2009): 210-223.

Readers who wish to follow up on the details of this article might wish to refer to the

works listed below as well as the burgeoning daily reporting on Myanmar.

Related research @

People also read Recommended articles Cited by
22


https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03068374.2012.682366
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/raaf20/43/2?nav=tocList
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03068374.2012.682369

Information for Open access

Authors Overview

R&D professionals Open journals

Editors Open Select

Librarians Dove Medical Press
Societies F1000Research
Opportunities Help and information
Reprints and e-prints Help and contact
Advertising solutions Newsroom

Accelerated publication All journals

Corporate access solutions Books

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources by email

8 Sign me up
X JinJe kol

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy e Taylor& Francis

by informae--
Cookies Terms & conditions Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954
5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG



https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

