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ABSTRACT

The year 2014 marked the abolition of the Baby Bonus and its replacement with a

substantially reduced parenting payment. While often criticised as “middle-class

welfare,” or publicly denounced due to its purported misuse by disadvantaged mothers,

this paper argues that the Baby Bonus provided valuable financial assistance to

families experiencing high financial stress. To investigate young women's experience of

receiving the Baby Bonus, 19 semistructured interviews were conducted with young

mothers in Melbourne who had recently had babies. Many were experiencing financial

stress and this payment provided much needed financial support for the basic costs

arising from having a baby. Several mothers perceived work as a luxury that was out of

reach due to high childcare costs relative to their earning capacity and therefore saw

Paid Parental Leave as a further privilege unavailable to them. Our results suggest that

while the concerns of policymakers to achieve the best use of scarce resources are
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critical, it should also be acknowledged that the policy change may have serious

implications for many young mothers and may exacerbate disadvantage, and young

mothers’ sense of alienation, ultimately leading to greater inequalities.

KEYWORDS:

Mothers Finances Public Assistance Pregnancy Young Persons

Acknowledgements

We thank our partners, The Royal Women's Hospital and VicHealth.

Additional information

Funding

This work was supported by the National Health and Medical Research Council [grant

number 1036085].

Related research 

View more



Recommended articles Cited byPeople also read

https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Mothers
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Finances
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Public+Assistance
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Pregnancy
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Young+Persons
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/mlt/10.1080/08989621.2025.2491106


Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

 

 

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources

by email

Copyright © 2025 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions

Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
http://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.tandfonline.com/cookies
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

