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Abstract

In this paper, we explore the learning climate and possible obstacles faced by mature
students enrolled in Australian universities. More specifically, using the Experience
Sampling Method devised by Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi, we chart the daily activities of
Australian and international students and examine these for factors which may
facilitate or detract from their studies. Our sample comprised students who had taken
mathematics as part of their first-year load. Most were thus enrolled in science and
related courses. Multiple data gathering methods were used. These provided coherent
synopses of the participants' activities, lifestyles, motivations, and attitudes to study

that allowed us to focus on individual as well as group experiences.

< Previous article View issue table of contents Next article }


https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/subjects/education
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/cher20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/cher20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cher20/23/2
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cher20/23/2
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/cher20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Leder%2C+Gilah+C
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Forgasz%2C+Helen+J
https://doi.org/10.1080/0729436042000206654
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=5932&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-education&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F0729436042000206654&pubId=44835253&placeholderId=1074&productId=1183
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/0729436042000206654?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/figure/10.1080/0729436042000206654?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1080/0729436042000206654?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/0729436042000206654?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/0729436042000206654?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.1080/0729436042000206654?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/0729436042000206654
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tandfonline.com%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F0729436042000206654&title=Australian%20and%20international%20mature%20students%3A%20the%20daily%20challenges%3A%20Higher%20Education%20Research%20%26%20Development%3A%20Vol%2023%2C%20No%202
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/0729436042000206645
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cher20/23/2?nav=tocList
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/0729436042000206663
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1

Notes

* Institute for Advanced Study, La Trobe University, Kingsbury Drive, Bundoora,
Melbourne, Australia 3086. Email: g.leder@latrobe.edu.au

Additional information

Notes on contributors

Gilah C. Leder *
* Institute for Advanced Study, La Trobe University, Kingsbury Drive,

Bundoora, Melbourne, Australia 3086. Email: g.leder@latrobe.edu.au

Related Research Data

Interactions of Southeast Asian Students and Administrative Staff at University in
Australia: the significance of reciprocal understanding?!

Source: Journal of Higher Education Policy and Management

Study and Stress among First Year Overseas Students in an Australian University
Source: Higher Education Research & Development

Acculturation of International Students in Higher Education: Australia

Source: Education and Society

Planning for equity at the university of South Australia

Source: Tertiary Education and Management

Perceptions of the tertiary learning environment: is mathematics worth the effort?
Source: International Journal of Mathematical Education in Science and Technology
Epistemologies of Mathematics and of Mathematics Education

Source: Unknown Repository

Linking provided by Schu[e%«%plm'er

Related research @

People also read Recommended articles Cited by
34


https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F1360080990210108&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F0729436910100106&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.7459%252Fes%252F17.1.07&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F13583883.2002.9967070&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F002073900287363&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1007%252F978-94-009-1465-0_26&type=Scholix
https://scholexplorer.openaire.eu/

Information for Open access
Authors Overview

R&D professionals Open journals
Editors Open Select
Librarians Dove Medical Press
Societies F1000Research
Opportunities Help and information
Reprints and e-prints Help and contact
Advertising solutions Newsroom
Accelerated publication All journals
Corporate access solutions Books

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources by email

QSignmeup
£ 2 x Jin V|

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Taylor & Francis
by informas.-

Cookies Terms & conditions Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954
5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG



https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

