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Abstract

The author attempts to understand the kamikaze attacks during World War Il as a
phenomenon that crossed a border into the systemic use of suicide attacks. The author
first presents two historical precursors before World War Il: the Seinan (Southwest) War
in 1877; and an event in 1932 known as the Three Suicide-Bombing Heroes. To examine
the process leading to kamikaze, the author offers two examples: a scene in which a
suicide attack was proposed to pilots; and a story of a general, Onishi, who has been
identified as a person responsible for the campaign. In the discussion, the author
employs psychoanalytic arguments on chosen trauma and apocalyptic order to see
kamikaze as sharing a common psychology with other warfare. He then focuses on the
previous debate over the normality of suicide attackers and argues for the importance
of finding a role for positive value in the psychological processes. He concludes that
kamikaze was realized through multiple mechanisms and ended up crossing the border
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to unconventional attack. He closes the paper by suggesting we should make efforts to
keep the positive feedback in response to suicide attacks under a certain threshold in

order to avoid reinforcing the spiral.

Key words:

kamikaze suicide attack apocalyptic self-sacrifice chosen trauma mourning

Additional information

Notes on contributors

Shigeyuki Mori
Author

Shigeyuki Mori, PhD, licensed clinical psychologist, is a professor at Konan
University, Japan, and an individual member of International Federation of
Psychoanalytic Societies. He has authored and edited numerous books on

the subject of trauma and also translated books, including by Ferenczi.

Related research @

People also read Recommended articles Cited by
P

Kamikazefication and Japan's wartime ideology: All Ready To Die >

David C. Earhart
Critical Asian Studies
Published online: 11 Aug 2006

A —————————————————
Mobilizing Affect for Collective War Memory: Kamikaze images in Yashikan >

Rumi Sakamoto
Cultural Studies
Published online: 4 Mar 2014



https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/kamikaze
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/suicide+attack
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/apocalyptic
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/self-sacrifice
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/chosen+trauma
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/mourning
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14672710500348463
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Earhart%2C+David+C
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09502386.2014.890235
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Sakamoto%2C+Rumi

THE DEVELOPMENT OF A DEATH CULT IN 1930s JAPAN AND THE DECISION TO DROP THE ATOM BOMB >

Francis Pike
Asian Affairs
Published online: 9 Mar 2016

View more

Information for Open access
Authors Overview

R&D professionals Open journals
Editors Open Select
Librarians Dove Medical Press
Societies F1000Research
Opportunities Help and information
Reprints and e-prints Help and contact
Advertising solutions Newsroom
Accelerated publication All journals
Corporate access solutions Books

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources by email

8 Sign me up
XD Jink Kol v

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Taylor & Francis
by informase-

Cookies Terms & conditions Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954
5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG



https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03068374.2015.1128682
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Pike%2C+Francis
https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

