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Abstract

The author attempts to understand the kamikaze attacks during World War II as a

phenomenon that crossed a border into the systemic use of suicide attacks. The author

first presents two historical precursors before World War II: the Seinan (Southwest) War

in 1877; and an event in 1932 known as the Three Suicide-Bombing Heroes. To examine

the process leading to kamikaze, the author offers two examples: a scene in which a

suicide attack was proposed to pilots; and a story of a general, Ōnishi, who has been

identified as a person responsible for the campaign. In the discussion, the author

employs psychoanalytic arguments on chosen trauma and apocalyptic order to see

kamikaze as sharing a common psychology with other warfare. He then focuses on the

previous debate over the normality of suicide attackers and argues for the importance

of finding a role for positive value in the psychological processes. He concludes that

kamikaze was realized through multiple mechanisms and ended up crossing the border



 

https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/subjects/behavioral-sciences
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/spsy20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/spsy20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/spsy20/28/1
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/spsy20/28/1
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/spsy20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Mori%2C+Shigeyuki
https://doi.org/10.1080/0803706X.2017.1367841
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=110801&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-behavioralscience&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F0803706X.2017.1367841&pubId=52630412&placeholderId=1074&productId=1826
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/0803706X.2017.1367841?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/figure/10.1080/0803706X.2017.1367841?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1080/0803706X.2017.1367841?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/0803706X.2017.1367841?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/0803706X.2017.1367841?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.1080/0803706X.2017.1367841?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/0803706X.2017.1367841
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tandfonline.com%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F0803706X.2017.1367841&title=The%20Japanese%20contribution%20to%20violence%20in%20the%20world%3A%20The%20kamikaze%20attacks%20in%20World%20War%20II%3A%20International%20Forum%20of%20Psychoanalysis%3A%20Vol%2028%2C%20No%201
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1


to unconventional attack. He closes the paper by suggesting we should make efforts to

keep the positive feedback in response to suicide attacks under a certain threshold in

order to avoid reinforcing the spiral.
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