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Abstract

Malawi has over the last 6 years embarked on a comprehensive targeted fertilizer and

seed subsidy program to boost its agricultural production and to enhance household

and national food security. The program aims to target coupons for purchase of

subsidized fertilizers and seeds to poor rural households. This study provides evidence

on the extent of leakages of coupons and fertilizers and the targeting efficiency of the

program. While the program enhances food production and food security, it does not

target the poor better than a program that distributes inputs randomly and corruption,

and targeting errors lead to local frustration and conflicts. The same basic problems of

establishing a credible population base, developing clear targeting criteria, establishing

a system for beneficiary selection and targeting, leakages of coupons higher up in the

system, cost-efficient import and timely distribution of the inputs, and illegal markets

for coupons and fertilizers were as serious during our study (2007–2009) as during the
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Starter Pack program and Targeted Inputs Program (1998–2003). Corruption appears to

be the elephant in the room in the negotiations between donors and the Government of

Malawi about how to set higher standards such as transparency and accountability at

all levels of the program.
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Notes

Holden (2009b) defined a power trap as a situation where there are sufficient

resources to create economic development but such development fails to take place

due to the power structure and institutional structure in place and which does not

change simply by adding more resources or giving more development assistance

(examples are dictatorial regimes, anarchies, unstable and weak democracies, and

corrupt democracies).

Additional information

Notes on contributors

Rodney W. Lunduka

Present address: CABI Africa, Nairobi, Kenya.

1

https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/input+subsidies
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/targeting+efficiency
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/impacts
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/household+perceptions
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/leakages
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/corruption
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Malawi


Related research 

Recommended articles Cited by 

52

Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

   

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources by email

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy

Cookies Terms & conditions Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

People also read

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

