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ABSTRACT

Private land conservation provides an opportunity to address problems of habitat

fragmentation and biodiversity loss caused by an increase in the development and

parcelization of private land. Conservation easements (CEs) are used to protect

significant natural qualities of private land. In this study, we explore landowner

attitudes toward CEs through the implementation of a mixed-mode survey to private

landowners in the Whychus Creek Watershed (Deschutes County, Oregon). The results

of an exploratory factor analysis suggest there are two dimensions to landowner

attitudes toward CEs, an internal dimension and an external dimension. We found that

positive external attitudes are primarily influenced by environmental beliefs, whereas

positive internal attitudes are influenced by a suite of factors, including financial beliefs
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and perceived risk to private ownership. Awareness of CEs may also play a role in

attitude development. Through this research, we argue that CEs may be beneficial in

reintegrating the public good into private property.

KEYWORDS:

Attitude extremity dual interest theory peer exchange property rights

Acknowledgments

We gratefully acknowledge the landowners of the Whychus Creek Watershed for their

time and insightful responses to our survey, and the anonymous reviewers whose

thoughtful recommendations helped to improve the article.

Related research 

Recommended articles Cited by 

10

Landowner and Practitioner Perspectives on Private Land Conservation Programs

Michelle L. Lute et al.

Society & Natural Resources

Published online: 2 Nov 2017



Determinants of Private Landowner Participation in Endangered Species Conservation: A Comprehensive

Review and Analytical Framework

Jared A. Messick et al.

Society & Natural Resources

Published online: 2 Jan 2021



Perceptions of Missouri Landowners With Land Trust Conservation Easements: Motivations, Challenges

and Suggestions

Sarah Brown et al.

Society & Natural Resources

Published online: 28 Oct 2023



View more

People also read

https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Attitude+extremity
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/dual+interest+theory
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/peer+exchange
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/property+rights
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/08941920.2017.1376139
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Lute%2C+Michelle+L
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/08941920.2020.1865495
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Messick%2C+Jared+A
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/08941920.2023.2275318
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Brown%2C+Sarah


Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

   

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources by email

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy

Cookies Terms & conditions Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

