
Home   All Journals   Society & Natural Resources   List of Issues   Volume 24, Issue 5

 Residents' Perceptions of Tap Water and ....

An International Journal

Volume 24, 2011 - Issue 5

Society & Natural Resources 

1,230

Views  

32

CrossRef citations to date 

0

Altmetric

Insights and Applications

Residents' Perceptions of Tap Water and

Decisions to Purchase Bottled Water: A

Survey Analysis from the Appalachian, Big

Sandy Coal Mining Region of West Virginia
 &Stephanie McSpirit  Caroline Reid

Pages 511-520 | Received 20 Jun 2008, Accepted 03 May 2009, Published online: 13 Oct 2010

 Cite this article   https://doi.org/10.1080/08941920903401432

     

 

 Full Article  Figures & data   References  Citations   Metrics

  Reprints & Permissions Read this article

Abstract

In this exploratory effort, we examine the possible externalities associated with coal

mine production and its ensuing effects on drinking water. Past experiences in the coal

fields suggest that this has significant economic impacts on household budgets, with

many residents choosing to buy bottled water rather than rely on their local tap water

for consumption and household usage. Through an analysis of survey data, this study

explores the relationship between resident perceptions of watershed pollution

associated with coal mining, its perceived effects on drinking water quality, and

decisions to purchase “store-bought” water (bottled water). While findings reveal an

indirect association between perceived pollution impacts, perceived drinking water

quality, and resident decisions to purchase bottled water, the most robust direct
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Notes

Note. Statistically significant difference indicated by *p ≤ .05; **p ≤ .01; ***p ≤ .001.
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