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Abstract

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is widely supposed by theorists
and commentators of many persuasions to have elevated the principle of absolute non-
interference in the internal affairs of states into a central pillar of Southeast Asian
regionalism. Non-interference is also criticised for retarding ASEAN from taking
meaningful action over economic crises, problematic members like Myanmar, and
transnational security threats. This article critiques this consensus, arguing that the
norm has never been absolute, but has rather been upheld or ignored in line with the
interests of the region's dominant social forces. While the principle formally remains in
place despite such challenges and serious instances of violation, it is now subject to
competing demands and contestation.
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