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Abstract

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is widely supposed by theorists
and commentators of many persuasions to have elevated the principle of absolute non-
interference in the internal affairs of states into a central pillar of Southeast Asian
regionalism. Non-interference is also criticised for retarding ASEAN from taking
meaningful action over economic crises, problematic members like Myanmar, and
transnational security threats. This article critiques this consensus, arguing that the
norm has never been absolute, but has rather been upheld or ignored in line with the
interests of the region's dominant social forces. While the principle formally remains in
place despite such challenges and serious instances of violation, it is now subject to
competing demands and contestation.

Keywords:


https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/subjects/politics-and-international-relations
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/rpre20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rpre20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rpre20/23/4
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rpre20/23/4
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/rpre20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Jones%2C+Lee
https://doi.org/10.1080/09512748.2010.495996
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=5947&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-politics&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F09512748.2010.495996&pubId=42679896&placeholderId=1074&productId=1600
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09512748.2010.495996?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/figure/10.1080/09512748.2010.495996?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1080/09512748.2010.495996?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/09512748.2010.495996?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/09512748.2010.495996?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.1080/09512748.2010.495996?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09512748.2010.495996
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tandfonline.com%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F09512748.2010.495996&title=ASEAN%27s%20unchanged%20melody%3F%20The%20theory%20and%20practice%20of%20%E2%80%98non-interference%E2%80%99%20in%20Southeast%20Asia%3A%20The%20Pacific%20Review%3A%20Vol%2023%2C%20No%204
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1

ASEAN non-interference intervention international relations theory

< Previous article View issue table of contents Next article )

Acknowledgements

| am indebted to Christopher Bickerton, Katja Freistein, Emily Paddon, Carolyn Haggis

and two anonymous reviewers for extremely helpful comments on earlier drafts.

Lee Jones is a lecturer in International Politics at Queen Mary, University of London. His
research focuses on questions of state-society relations, governance, political economy,
sovereignty and intervention, particularly in post-colonial countries. He has recently
completed a book manuscript on sovereignty regimes in Southeast Asia.

Notes

1. Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, and Thailand joined in 1967; Brunei

Darussalam, in 1983; Laos and Myanmar, in 1997; and Cambodia, in 1999,
2. B. Kausikan, interview with the author, Singapore, February 2008.

3. B. Desker, interview with the author, Singapore, February 2008.

4. Kraisak Choonhavan, interview with the author, Bangkok, January 2008.
5. Ali Alatas, interview with the author, Jakarta, February 2008.

6. ). Asda, interview with the author, Bangkok, January 2008.

7. B. Kausikan, interview with the author, Singapore, February 2008.

8. ASEAN Secretariat Official, interview with the author, Jakarta, February 2008.

Related Research Data

The English School and ASEAN


https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F09512740500473247&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/ASEAN
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/non-interference
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/intervention
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/international+relations+theory
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09512748.2010.496000
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rpre20/23/4?nav=tocList
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09512748.2010.496001

Source: The Pacific Review

12 Myanmar: Preoccupation with Regime Survival, National Unity, and Stability
Source: Unknown Repository

ASEAN and East Asian International Relations

Source: Unknown Repository

The Dual Narrative of “Good Governance”: Lessons for Understanding Political and
Cultural Change in Malaysia and Singapore

Source: Contemporary Southeast Asia

Cambodia and Burma: The ASEAN Way Ends Here

Source: Asian Survey

East Timor and Asian security

Source: Bulletin of Concerned Asian Scholars

The politics of ‘Asian values’

Related research @

People also read Recommended articles Cited by
64

The ASEAN Way as a symbol: an analysis of discourses on the ASEAN Norms >

Taku Yukawa
The Pacific Review
Published online: 4 Sep 2017

Why is ASEAN not intrusive? Non-interference meets state strength >

Sanae Suzuki
Journal of Contemporary East Asia Studies
Published online: 11 Nov 2019

The responsibility to protect in Southeast Asia: between non-interference and sovereignty as
responsibility >

Alex J. Bellamy et al.
The Pacific Review
Published online: 20 May 2011

View more


https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1515%252F9780804765121-015&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.4337%252F9781845428921&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1355%252Fcs23-1d&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1525%252Fas.1998.38.12.01p0397h&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F14672715.2000.10415786&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F09512749608719189&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09512748.2017.1371211
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Yukawa%2C+Taku
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/24761028.2019.1681652
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Suzuki%2C+Sanae
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09512748.2011.560958
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Bellamy%2C+Alex+J

Information for Open access

Authors Overview

R&D professionals Open journals

Editors Open Select

Librarians Dove Medical Press
Societies F1000Research
Opportunities Help and information
Reprints and e-prints Help and contact
Advertising solutions Newsroom

Accelerated publication All journals

Corporate access solutions Books

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources by email

8 Sign me up
X JinJe kol

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy e Taylor& Francis

by informae--
Cookies Terms & conditions Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954
5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG



https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

