Taylor & Francis
e Online & !

Home P All Journals P Politics & International Relations » Terrorism and Political Violence P List of Issues
» Volume 24, Issue 2 P Fluctuations Between Crime and Terror: T ....

Terrorism and Political Violence »
Volume 24, 2012 - Issue 2: Intersections of Crime and Terror

3,002 19 8

Views  CrossRef citations to date Altmetric
Original Articles

Fluctuations Between Crime and Terror: The
Case of Abu Sayyat's Kidnapping Activities

McKenzie O'Brien %
Pages 320-336 | Published online: 14 Mar 2012

66 Cite this article https://doi.org/10.1080/09546553.2011.648679

Sample our
Politics & International

Relations Journals

>> Sign in here to start your access
to the latest two volumes for 14 days

B Full Article (4] Figures & data 66 Citations Ll Metrics &= Reprints & Permissions

Read this article
Abstract

The Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) in the Philippines is often labeled a terrorist organization,
yet there are periods when the group has engaged in far more criminal activity than
terrorism. Specifically, this article describes phases in which organized criminal activity
far exceeds any terrorist activities before returning to a more predominant focus on
terrorism. This study explores reasons for these temporal fluctuations in criminal versus
terrorist activity from 1991 thru August 2011, identifying four categories of explanatory
factors: leadership, structure, membership and grievances, and linkages to other
actors. The study concludes by highlighting some implications for policy, research, and
the future of ASG.
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