
Home   All Journals   Politics & International Relations   Cambridge Review of International Affairs

 List of Issues   Volume 27, Issue 1   Jekyll or Hyde: what is statebuilding cr ....

Volume 27, 2014 - Issue 1

Cambridge Review of International Affairs 

1,186

Views  

11

CrossRef citations to date 

0

Altmetric

Articles

Jekyll or Hyde: what is statebuilding

creating? Evidence from the ‘field’
Oliver Richmond

Pages 1-20 | Published online: 30 Sep 2013

 Cite this article   https://doi.org/10.1080/09557571.2013.810590  

     

 

 Full Article  Figures & data   References  Citations   Metrics

  Reprints & Permissions  Read this article  Share

Abstract

As a response to the dynamics of state formation, statebuilding has not created model

states in the last twenty years as was intended. Instead, the states that have emerged

around the world are heavily contextually contingent. This is despite international

attempts to shape them according to a common pattern, dominated by neoliberal

models of statehood. This raises the question of what kind of hybrid states are actually

forming as a result of the encounter between international statebuilding and local

political dynamics? This article argues that international statebuilding aims to create

neoliberal states and treats local political dynamics as dysfunctional. Yet from a local

perspective the limitations of the statebuilding model are also apparent, as is the need

for any locally legitimate state to be grounded in its context.
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Notes

Thanks to Jasmin Ramovic and David Chandler, as well as several anonymous

reviewers, for their constructive comments.

 This is a reference to the novel The strange case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde by Robert

Louis Stevenson (1866), which famously investigated the phenomenon of a London

doctor's ‘split personality’, between good (Jekyll) and evil (Hyde).

 Confidential source 1, personal interview, World Bank, Washington, 2 February;

confidential source 2, personal interview, UNDP, 8 February.

 For a good discussion of the manifold dynamics of neoliberalism in Cambodia, see

Springer (2010).

 Address by President Taur Matan Ruak on the commemoration of the thirteenth

anniversary of the referendum for the self-determination of the people of Timor-Leste,

Dili, 30 August 2012.

 Confidential source 3, personal interviews, UN Peacebuilding Support Office (PBSO),

New York, 6 February.

 Confidential source 1.

 Confidential source 2.

 See Confidential source 2.

Additional information

Notes on contributors

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8



Related Research Data

The State in Times of Statebuilding

Source: Civil Wars

Completing the Circle: Peacebuilding as Colonial Practice in the Occupied Palestinian

Territory

Source: International Peacekeeping

Bureaucratic façade and political realities of disarmament and demobilisation in

Afghanistan

Source: Conflict Security and Development

Beyond Local Ownership in the Architecture of International Peacebuilding

Source: Ethnopolitics

Democracy

Source: Unknown Repository

Whose Reality Counts?

Source: Unknown Repository

Cambodia's Neoliberal Order

Source: Unknown Repository

Economic Roots of Civil Wars and Revolutions in the Contemporary World

Source: World Politics

At War's End

Source: Unknown Repository

International Statebuilding

Source: Unknown Repository

The Transformation of Peace

Oliver Richmond

Oliver Richmond is a research professor in IR, peace and conflict studies at

the University of Manchester. He is also an international professor at the

College of International Studies, Kyung Hee University, South Korea. His

publications include A post liberal peace (Routledge, 2011), Liberal peace

transitions (with Jason Franks, Edinburgh University Press, 2009), Peace in

IR (Routledge, 2008) and The transformation of peace (Palgrave, 2005). He

is editor of the Palgrave book series Rethinking Conflict Studies and co-

editor of the journal Peacebuilding. Email:

oliver.richmond@manchester.ac.uk

https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F13698240802354466&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F13533312.2012.709774&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F14678800802095369&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F17449057.2012.697650&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1017%252Fcbo9780511804922&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.3362%252F9781780440453&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.4324%252F9780203848968&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1017%252Fs0043887100009047&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1017%252Fcbo9780511790836&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.4324%252F9780203847329&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1057%252F9780230505070&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/oliver.richmond@manchester.ac.uk


Source: Unknown Repository

The Romanticisation of the Local: Welfare, Culture and Peacebuilding

Source: The International Spectator

The Role of Islam in the Public Square

Source: Unknown Repository

Sharing Sovereignty: New Institutions for Collapsed and Failing States

Source: International Security

Enforcing the Peace

Source: Unknown Repository

A Post-Liberal Peace

Source: Unknown Repository

Constructing Sovereignty for Security

Source: Unknown Repository

Anthropology and the Colonial Encounter

Source: British Journal of Sociology

Exogenous state-building

Source: Unknown Repository

The violence of statebuilding in historical perspective: implications for peacebuilding

Source: Peacebuilding

At War’s End

Source: Unknown Repository

Liberal Peace TransitionsBetween Statebuilding and Peacebuilding

Source: Unknown Repository

Neoliberal Africa

Source: Unknown Repository

 

Linking provided by  

Related research 

View more



Recommended articles Cited by 

11

People also read

https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F03932720802693044&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.5117%252F9789053568255&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1162%252F0162288042879940&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.7312%252Fmart12912&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.4324%252F9780203810262&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1017%252Fcbo9780511642395.012&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.2307%252F589327&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1017%252Fcbo9780511760082.013&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F21647259.2013.756281&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1093%252Facprof%253Aoso%252F9780199685899.003.0003&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.3366%252Fedinburgh%252F9780748638765.001.0001&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.5040%252F9781350221499&type=Scholix
https://scholexplorer.openaire.eu/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/mlt/10.1080/08989621.2025.2491106


Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

 

 

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources

by email

Copyright © 2025 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions

Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
http://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.tandfonline.com/cookies
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

