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Abstract

This paper examines the impact of high-performance work system (HPWS) techniques

on organizational performance in four East and Southeast Asian economies that have

been at the forefront of Asia's rapid development. All now face considerable

competitive pressures from newer emerging markets (e.g. China, India, Vietnam,

Eastern Europe) and thus experience many of the same sources of uncertainty from

globalization as more economically developed countries, especially in the period

following the 1997 Asian financial crisis. Many companies in Korea, Taiwan, Singapore

and Thailand are experimenting with features of American-style high-performance work

systems. We collected data from nearly 700 companies in the region, both subsidiaries

of MNCs (American, Japanese and European) and locally owned firms. Statistical

techniques were used to measure the effects of HPWS techniques on perceived



 

https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/subjects/economics-finance-business-industry
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/rijh20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rijh20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rijh20/14/8
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rijh20/14/8
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/rijh20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Bae%2C+Johngseok
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Chen%2C+Shyh-Jer
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/David+Wan%2C+Tai+Wai
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Lawler%2C+John+J
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Walumbwa%2C+Fred+Ochieng
https://doi.org/10.1080/0958519032000145774
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=5931&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-efbi&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F0958519032000145774&pubId=44624262&placeholderId=1074&productId=3092
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/0958519032000145774?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/figure/10.1080/0958519032000145774?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1080/0958519032000145774?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/0958519032000145774?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/0958519032000145774?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.1080/0958519032000145774?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/0958519032000145774
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tandfonline.com%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F0958519032000145774&title=Human%20resource%20strategy%20and%20firm%20performance%20in%20Pacific%20Rim%20countries%3A%20The%20International%20Journal%20of%20Human%20Resource%20Management%3A%20Vol%2014%2C%20No%208
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1


Related Research Data

MODES OF THEORIZING IN STRATEGIC HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT: TESTS OF

UNIVERSALISTIC, CONTINGENCY, AND CONFIGURATIONS. PERFORMANCE

PREDICTIONS.

Source: Academy of Management Journal

ORGANIZATIONAL AND HRM STRATEGIES IN KOREA: IMPACT ON FIRM PERFORMANCE IN

AN EMERGING ECONOMY.

Source: Academy of Management Journal

Human Resource Management, Manufacturing Strategy, and Firm Performance

Source: Academy of Management Journal

Human Resource Bundles and Manufacturing Performance: Organizational Logic and

Flexible Production Systems in the World Auto Industry

Source: ILR Review

financial performance. In general, the results indicated HPWSs worked effectively, even

under tremendously variable conditions. Most interesting is the finding that use of

HPWS techniques in locally owned firms apparently has at least a marginally greater

impact on firm performance than when used in MNC subsidiaries.
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