
Home   All Journals   Global Development   Development in Practice   List of Issues

 Volume 15, Issue 3-4   The World Bank's land of kiosks: Communi ....

Volume 15, 2005 - Issue 3-4

Development in Practice 

641

Views 

13

CrossRef citations to date 

0

Altmetric

Original Articles

The World Bank's land of kiosks: Community

driven development in Timor-Leste
Ben Moxham

Pages 522-528 | Published online: 19 Jan 2007

 Cite this article   https://doi.org/10.1080/09614520500075953

     

 

 Full Article  Figures & data   References  Citations   Metrics

  Reprints & Permissions  Read this article  Share

Abstract

The World Bank's Community Empowerment and Local Governance Project (CEP) was

the key donor programme to assist with community reconstruction in a newly

independent Timor-Leste. Commencing in 2000, the US$18 million project provided

funds to over 400 local development councils that had been newly created to meet

their community's development needs. Rather than creating genuine participatory

structures, tight deadlines to disburse project funds and bureaucratic project rules

reduced the councils to little more than transmission lines to Bank-controlled dollars. By

bypassing existing governance structures, including that of the fledging government,

the councils also bypassed sources of local legitimacy and technical knowledge, which

resulted in community conflict, indifference, and poor project sustainability. The CEP's

poorly administered microcredit scheme led to a proliferation of unviable kiosks—
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underlining the folly of hastily attempting to construct a market economy on a deeply

scarred subsistence economy.
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Notes

1. A nationwide consultation for Timor-Leste's National Development Plan organised

over 1000 forums covering more than 38,000 Timorese citizens. They produced a 20-

year national vision for the country, identifying education, health, and employment as

the top priorities.

2. Ben Fine argues forcefully that such concepts have been used by the Bretton Woods

institutions to enable their brand of economics to ‘colonise the social sciences’ (Fine

2002:18–33; see also Harriss 2002).

Additional information

Notes on contributors



Ben Moxham

Ben Moxham is a volunteer with Focus on the Global South, a research and

advocacy organisation based in Bangkok, Thailand.

Related research 

Recommended articles Cited by 

13

People also read

https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=112959&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tandfonline.com%2Fjournals%2Foass20%2Fabout-this-journal%23aims-and-scope&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F09614520500075953&pubId=58571877&placeholderId=101378&productId=105801


Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

 

 

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources

by email

Copyright © 2025 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions

Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

Taylor and

Francis Group

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
http://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

