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Abstract

Lack of sanitation facilities is a major challenge in slum areas, and this has implications
on the health and well-being of residents. Sanitation in slums is complex due to slum
living conditions, and a detailed understanding of dynamics in slums and how they
impact sanitation is required. This study sought to understand the relationship between
socio-economic dynamics, and sanitation provision and management in the slums of
Kisumu, Kenya. The results indicate a mix of social, cultural, economic, tenancy, and
relationship dynamics, all of which influence sanitation provision and management. The
article calls for collaboration among various stakeholders and the use of local
knowledge dissemination approaches.
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Le manque d'installations d'assainissement constitue un défi d'envergure dans les
bidonvilles, ce qui a des implications pour la santé et le bien-étre des résidents.
L'assainissement des bidonvilles est complexe du fait des conditions de vie en ces
lieux. Il requiert une compréhension approfondie des dynamiques au sein des
bidonvilles et de I'incidence gu'elles ont sur I'assainissement. Cette étude a cherché a
comprendre le rapport entre les dynamiques socio-économiques et la fourniture et la
gestion de l'assainissement dans les bidonvilles de Kisumu. au Kenya. Les résultats
indiguent un mélange de dynamiques sociales, culturelles, économiques, relationnelles
et liées au régime locatif, qui influent toutes sur la fourniture et la gestion de
I'assainissement. L'article lance un appel a la collaboration entre les diverses parties
prenantes et l'utilisation d'approches locales pour la diffusion des connaissances.

La falta de obras de saneamiento es una de las principales carencias existentes en los
barrios pobres, en tanto conlleva implicaciones para la salud y el bienestar de los
habitantes. En dichos barrios, el desarrollo de obras de saneamiento resulta complejo
debido a las condiciones de vida que alli se manifiestan. Ello significa que es necesario
comprender de manera detallada las dinamicas presentes en éstos y cdmo las mismas
afectan el saneamiento. El presente estudio se dirigio a entender la relacién entre las
dindmicas socioecondmicas y el abastecimiento de saneamiento, asi como la forma en
gue éste es administrado en los barrios bajos de Kisumu, Kenia. Los resultados al
respecto dan cuenta de la existencia de una abigarrada dinamica social, cultural,
econdmica, de tenencia y de relaciones, que influye tanto en el suministro de
saneamiento como en su administracion. La autora hace un llamado a que los actores
involucrados en este proceso colaboren entre si y a que se haga uso de varios enfoques

para la difusién de los conocimientos locales.
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Notes

1. Improved sanitation, as defined by the Joint Monitoring Programme (JMP) of the World
Health Organisation (WHO) and the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), is
sanitation that hygienically separates human excreta from human contact.

2. A plot, as used throughout this article, is a group of housing units, under one
landlord, and sharing a common yard, sanitation facilities and sometimes, a common

water point within the yard.

3. Nakumatt is a shopping mall, with public sanitation facilities which can be used by
members of the public, at no cost.

Additional information
Funding

This article presents results of a first study under a PhD scholarship from the DFID-

funded Sanitation Hygiene Applied Research for Equity Consortium (SHARE).



Cangent

sodial sciences

Did you fss=
—— .., ‘\ 'I
know? 1., )/

1
b

- Cogent Social Sciences
has a new section on
Development Studies

P T o e

Related research @

People also read Recommended articles Cited by
13

The study of slums as social and physical constructs: challenges and emerging research opportunities »

Ron Mahabir et al.
Regional Studies, Regional Science
Published online: 22 Sep 2016 a


https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=112959&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tandfonline.com%2Fjournals%2Foass20%2Fabout-this-journal%23aims-and-scope&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F09614524.2015.1073223&pubId=49007787&placeholderId=101378&productId=105801
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/21681376.2016.1229130
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Mahabir%2C+Ron

Information for Open access

Authors Overview

R&D professionals Open journals

Editors Open Select

Librarians Dove Medical Press
Societies F1000Research
Opportunities Help and information
Reprints and e-prints Help and contact
Advertising solutions Newsroom

Accelerated publication All journals

Corporate access solutions Books

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources by email

8 Sign me up
X Jinfe kol

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy P Taylor and Francis
Group

Cookies Terms & conditions Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954
5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG



https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

