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Abstract

This short commentary responds to several issues raised in Zimmerman (2001). We
address Zimmerman's criticisms that managerial accounting studies are purely
descriptive, conducted without an underlying theory, and unguided by research
hypotheses. We also discuss our views regarding the importance of practice-oriented
research for understanding managerial accounting choices and for testing economic
and non-economic theories. Finally, we highlight some of the new directions in the

finance literature, and their relevance for managerial accounting research.

< Previous article View issue table of contents Next article >


https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/subjects/economics-finance-business-industry
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/rear20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rear20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rear20/11/4
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rear20/11/4
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/rear20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Ittner%2C+Christopher
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Larcker%2C+David
https://doi.org/10.1080/0963818022000047082
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=5931&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-efbi&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F0963818022000047082&pubId=42794042&placeholderId=1074&productId=3092
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1080/0963818022000047082?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/0963818022000047082?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/0963818022000047082?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.1080/0963818022000047082?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/0963818022000047082
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tandfonline.com%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F0963818022000047082&title=Empirical%20managerial%20accounting%20research%3A%20are%20we%20just%20describing%20management%20consulting%20practice%3F%3A%20European%20Accounting%20Review%3A%20Vol%2011%2C%20No%204
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/0963818022000047073
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rear20/11/4?nav=tocList
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/0963818022000047091
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1

Related Research Data

Contracting Theory and Accounting

Source: SSRN Electronic Journal

The Association Between Activity-Based Costing and Manufacturing Performance
Source: Journal of Accounting Research

The impact of contextual and process factors on the evaluation of activity-based
costing systems

Source: Accounting Organizations and Society

Activity-based costing diffusion across organizations: an exploratory empirical analysis
of Finnish firms

Source: Accounting Organizations and Society

Total Quality Management and the Choice of Information and Reward Systems
Source: Journal of Accounting Research

Assessing empirical research in managerial accounting: a value-based management
perspective

Source: Journal of Accounting and Economics

Related research @

People also read Recommended articles Cited by
63

Homogeneity or heterogeneity of research in management accounting? >

Kari Lukka et al.
European Accounting Review
Published online: 10 Nov 2010

‘If only there were simple solutions, but there aren't': some reflections on Zimmerman's critique of
empirical management accounting research »

Anthony Hopwood
European Accounting Review
Published online: 10 Nov 2010


https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.2139%252Fssrn.235800&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1111%252F1475-679x.00068&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1016%252Fs0361-3682%252899%252900018-5&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1016%252Fs0361-3682%252899%252900011-2&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.2307%252F2491371&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1016%252Fs0165-4101%252801%252900026-x&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/0963818022000047109?src=recsys
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Lukka%2C+Kari
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/0963818022000047073?src=recsys
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Hopwood%2C+Anthony

Information for Open access

Authors Overview

R&D professionals Open journals

Editors Open Select

Librarians Dove Medical Press
Societies F1000Research
Opportunities Help and information
Reprints and e-prints Help and contact
Advertising solutions Newsroom

Accelerated publication All journals

Corporate access solutions Books

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources
by email

QSignmeup
O"M
i o ¥¢|

Copyright © 2025 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions eTaonr&Francis Group

an informa business

Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954
5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG



https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
http://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

