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Abstract

Background: Some of the most heated discussions about health policy concern
financing and the funding base for services. How have west European countries
approached the financing of their mental health systems?

Aims: To describe the financing arrangements for mental health care in 17 European
countries, and to identify the consequences for system efficiency, access and
development.

Method: A structured questionnaire was completed by partners in the Mental Health
Economics European Network (MHEEN) to describe funding levels and financing
arrangements in their countries. Responses were interpreted in the context of the wider
literature on health care financing.
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Results: All participating countries are committed to collective pre-payment modes of
financing of health care in general, and mental health care in particular. However, there
is growing reliance on voluntary (private) health insurance, at the margins at least, with
implications for targeting and equity. The movement of some support responsibilities
into social care and housing sectors could further shift funding burdens onto individuals

and families.

Conclusions: Europe's long-term commitment to social solidarity and mutuality must
not be threatened by changes to funding arrangements that could undermine recent
efficiency and equity achievements in mental health systems. Efforts to contain health
care expenditure may have adverse consequences for mental health care access and

utilization.

Declarations of interest: The Mental Health Economics European Network Phase | was
supported by a grant (SPC.2002397) from the European Commission, Health and
Consumer Protection Directorate. There are no conflicts of interest.

Keywords:

Financing mental health care Europe

Related Research Data

Financing Mental Health Care in Spain: Context and critical issues

Source: The European Journal of Psychiatry

Pressures in UK healthcare: challenges for the NHS

Source: Unknown Repository

For a more rational funding system of Mental Health Services. Analyses of costs for
services supplied by a Community Mental Health Service during a 7-year period
Source: Epidemiologia e Psichiatria Sociale

Moving beyond the mental health care system: An exploration of the interfaces
between health and non-health sectors

Source: Journal of Mental Health

Prevalence of Psychiatric Disorders and Costs of Care Among Adult Enrollees in a
Medicaid HMO

Source: Psychiatric Services


https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.4321%252Fs0213-61632006000100004&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1920%252Fco.ifs.2000.0081&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1017%252Fs1121189x00005297&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F09638230701279873&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1176%252Fappi.ps.56.11.1394&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Financing
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/mental+health+care
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Europe

The redistributive effect of health care finance in twelve OECD countries

Source: |lournal of Health Economics

Related research @

People also read Recommended articles Cited by
29

Information for Open access
Authors Overview

R&D professionals Open journals
Editors Open Select
Librarians Dove Medical Press
Societies F1000Research
Opportunities Help and information
Reprints and e-prints Help and contact
Advertising solutions Newsroom
Accelerated publication All journals
Corporate access solutions Books

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources
by email

B Sign me up
£ A x Jin
You N
0
Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions f *Iaylor and

Francis Group
Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954
5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG



https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1016%252Fs0167-6296%252898%252900043-5&type=Scholix
https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
http://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

