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Abstract

This paper focuses on one of the strategies proposed in the name of ‘fair trade’: the

inclusion of social clauses in trade agreements. Although the social clauses could cover

any non‐economic aspect of trade exchanges, such as environment, they are more

commonly used to protect labour rights. Although examined in other disciplines, this

issue is still elusive for marketers, despite its implications for this discipline. This paper

attempts to answer the question: Will the inclusion of a social clause in bilateral and

multilateral trade agreements help to achieve the objective of fair trade? After

analysing the possibility and the effectiveness of such a social clause and examining

whether the objectives attached to the social clause are coherent with those of the fair

trade movement, the conclusion follows that only to some extent will the inclusion of a

social clause in trade agreements help to achieve the goals of the Fair Trade
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movement. Since it does not aim at altering ‘unjust’ trade structures but ‘unfair’ labour

practices, the social clause should be better understood as an improvement of existing

Ethical Trade initiatives.

Keywords:

Social clause WTO Ethical Trade Fair Trade

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

This research was supported by the grants FPU (2003) of the Ministerio de Educación,

Cultura, Deporte (Spain). I am very grateful to Ali H. Abdul for proof‐reading this paper.

Notes

1. http://www.eiro.eurofound.eu.int/2000/12/feature/eu0012286f.html

2.

http://www.ilo.org/public/english/standards/ipec/publ/policy/brussels_traffpaper2002.pdf,

http://www.globalmarch.org/worstformsreport/world/europe‐region.html

http://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/minist_e/min01_e/brief_e/brief16_e.htm

FINE is an alliance of FLO (Fair Trade Labelling Organisation), IFAT (International

Federation of Alternative Trades), NEWS (Network of European World Shops), and EFTA

(European Fair Trade Association).

https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1177%252F095968010063006&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1016%252Fs0161-7230%252802%252920008-5&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Social+clause
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/WTO
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Ethical+Trade
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Fair+Trade
http://www.eiro.eurofound.eu.int/2000/12/feature/eu0012286f.html
http://www.ilo.org/public/english/standards/ipec/publ/policy/brussels_traffpaper2002.pdf
http://www.globalmarch.org/worstformsreport/world/europe-region.html
http://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/minist_e/min01_e/brief_e/brief16_e.htm


International Labour and Environmental Standards Agreements: Is This Fair Trade?

Source: World Economy

Communicative campaigns to effect anti‐slavery and fair trade

Source: European Journal of Marketing

Social Dumping and European Economic Integration

Source: Journal of European Social Policy

Ethical trade: A review of developments and issues

Source: Third World Quarterly

An Essay on Economic Efficiency and Core Labour Standards

Source: World Economy

Related research 

Recommended articles Cited by 

11

What is Fair Trade?

Andrew Walton

Third World Quarterly

Published online: 23 Jun 2010



People also read

https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1111%252F1467-9701.00428&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1108%252F03090560210422925&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1177%252F095892879500500101&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F01436599913541&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1111%252F1467-9701.00058&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01436597.2010.488474?src=recsys
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Walton%2C+Andrew


Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

 

 

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources

by email

Copyright © 2025 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions

Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
http://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

