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Abstract

The Singapore Government has identified biotechnology as one of the four pillars of the

economy for the twenty‐first century. For the last forty years, Singapore has pursued a

very successful economic growth strategy of attracting investment from leading

multinationals through a combination of financial incentives, world‐class infrastructure,

a highly literate workforce and a business‐friendly regulatory environment. In the

biotechnology industry worldwide, however, the typical development pattern has been

very different: new start‐up companies backed by venture capitalists clustered around

leading research universities. This article examines the development of the

biotechnology cluster in Singapore, showing how a modified version of Singapore's
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traditional growth model is co‐existing with a more typical biotechnology development

pattern.

Notes
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These include Gilead, Affymetrix, and Lynx. Interview. Dr. Beh Swan Gin.

Date established in Singapore

Sources are from company websites or the US Securities and Exchange Commission

unless otherwise indicated.

http://www.schering‐plough.com.sg/spsingapore.htm. Accessed Jun 1, 2003.

http://www.asiabiotechnology.com.sg/kh‐

biotechnology/readmore/vol6/v6n08/wyeth.html. Accessed Jun 1, 2003

Establishment date of Sales and Marketing arm

Approximately 150 employees in manufacturing while the remaining are employed in

sales, marketing and administration. http://www.biomed‐

singapore.com/bms/browse_print.jsp?artid=79. Accessed Jun 1, 2003.

On April 16, 2003 Pharmacia was acquired by Pfizer.

http://www.noonanrusso.com/news/surromed/01news/surro09.24.html. Accessed June 7,
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Additional information

Notes on contributors



Related Research Data

The Dynamics Of Industrial Clustering

Source: Unknown Repository

Institutional Adaptiveness, Technology Policy, and the Diffusion of New Business

Models: The Case of German Biotechnology

Source: Organization Studies

The Evolution of Biotechnology in Three Continents: Schumpeterian or Penrosian?

Source: European Planning Studies

Star scientists and institutional transformation: Patterns of invention and innovation in

the formation of the biotechnology industry

Source: Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences

Biotechnology Megacentres: Montreal and Toronto Regional Systems of Innovation

Source: European Planning Studies

Creating self-sustaining, high-skill ecosystems

Source: Oxford Review of Economic Policy

Social Capital and Capital Gains in Silicon Valley

David Finegold

Entrepreneurship Centre, National University of Singapore, Singapore

118412, bizwpk@nus.edu.sg Keck Graduate Institute, Strategy &

Organization Studies, 535 Watson Dr., Claremont, CA 91711, (909) 607‐

9651, tcheah@kgi.edu

Related research 

Recommended articles Cited by 

42

People also read

https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1093%252Foso%252F9780198289593.001.0001&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1177%252F0170840600215003&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F0965431032000121328&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1073%252Fpnas.93.23.12709&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F0965431032000121346&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1093%252Foxrep%252F15.1.60&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.2307%252F41165989&type=Scholix


Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

   

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources by email

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy

Cookies Terms & conditions Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

Taylor and Francis

Group

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

