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Abstract

Doubt persists about ecotourism's ability to make tangible contributions to

conservation and deliver benefits for host communities. This work in Costa Rica's Osa

Peninsula tests the hypothesis that ecotourism in this region is more effective at

improving well-being for local residents, at enhancing their access to key resources and

information, and at supporting biodiversity conservation than other locally available

economic sectors. Data from 128 semi-structured interviews with local workers, both in

ecotourism and in other occupations, together with associated research, indicate that

ecotourism offers the best currently available employment opportunities, double the

earnings of other livelihoods, and other linked benefits. Locally, ecotourism is viewed as

the activity contributing most to improvements in residents’ quality of life in the Osa

Peninsula and to increased levels of financial and attitudinal support for parks and
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environmental conservation. Ecolodge ownership by local people is substantial, and

many local ecotourism workers plan to launch their own businesses. The data offer a

convincing rebuttal to arguments that ecotourism does little to address poverty or

disparities in access to resources and equally rebuts claims that ecotourism is simply a

part of the “neoliberal conservation toolkit” that cannot help but exacerbate the very

inequalities it purports to address.

����������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������������������128���

�������������������������������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������������������������

�����������������������������������������“�������”�������������

Keywords:

ecotourism community development conservation tourism impacts Costa Rica Osa Peninsula

���:

���� ���� �� ���� ����� ����

Acknowledgements

This study was made possible through a grant from the Tinker Foundation. We are

grateful to Fundacion Corcovado for their assistance throughout the complexities of

fieldwork logistics. Our thanks go to the residents and businesses of Puerto Jimenez and

Drake Bay who shared with us their invaluable knowledge and experience in countless

interviews and conversations with our research teams. We are very grateful for the time

they granted us, and for their patience and wisdom in sharing perspectives on their

home. We also wish to acknowledge the efforts of our student research assistants:

Stanford University students Caroline Adams, Molly Oshun, Joshua (Mac) Parish, and

Anne Scalmanini, and Andrea Cordero Retana and Isabel Arias Sure of the Golfito

branch of the University of Costa Rica.

https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/ecotourism
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/community+development
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/conservation
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/tourism+impacts
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Costa+Rica
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Osa+Peninsula
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/%E7%94%9F%E6%80%81%E6%97%85%E6%B8%B8
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/%E7%A4%BE%E5%8C%BA%E5%8F%91%E5%B1%95
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/%E4%BF%9D%E6%8A%A4
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/%E6%97%85%E6%B8%B8%E5%BD%B1%E5%93%8D
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/%E5%93%A5%E6%96%AF%E8%BE%BE%E9%BB%8E%E5%8A%A0
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/%E5%A5%A5%E8%90%A8%E5%8D%8A%E5%B2%9B


All authors share an interest in the use of tourism to stimulate biodiversity conservation

and alleviate poverty in Latin America.

Additional information

Notes on contributors

Carter A. Hunt

Carter A. Hunt is an assistant professor of recreation, park and tourism

management at the Pennsylvania State University. At the time of this

research, he was a postdoctoral scholar in the Department of Anthropology

at Stanford University.

William H. Durham

William H. Durham is the Bing Professor in Human Biology, a Yang and

Yamazaki University Fellow, and has been a member of the Stanford

Anthropology faculty since 1977. He is also the co-director of the Center for

Responsible Travel (CREST).

Laura Driscoll

Laura Driscoll, MA, was the CREST Stanford Coordinator at the time of the

research and is currently pursuing doctoral studies in the Department of

Environmental Science, Policy, and Management at the University of

California, Berkeley.



Martha Honey

Martha Honey, PhD, is the co-founder and co-director of the Center for

Responsible Travel (CREST), and was an executive director of The

International Ecotourism Society (TIES) from 2003 to 2006.

Related research 

Recommended articles Cited by 

172

How 'Eco' is Ecotourism? A Comparative Case Study of Ecotourism in Costa Rica

Caroline J. Stem et al.

Journal of Sustainable Tourism

Published online: 29 Mar 2010



Social and environmental effects of ecotourism in the Osa Peninsula of Costa Rica: the Lapa Rios case

Angelica M. Almeyda Zambrano et al.

Journal of Ecotourism

Published online: 2 Feb 2010



The Economic Promise of Ecotourism for Conservation

Amanda Stronza

Journal of Ecotourism

Published online: 28 Mar 2009



View more

People also read

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09669580308667210
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Stem%2C+Caroline+J
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14724040902953076
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Zambrano%2C+Angelica+M+Almeyda
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.2167/joe177.0
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Stronza%2C+Amanda


Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

   

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources by email

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy

Cookies Terms & conditions Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

