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Abstract

In this paper we briefly review the work of Wassily Leontief, in respect for his memory

and appreciation of his accomplishment. His work encompasses and redirects the entire

field of economics, including pure theory.
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Notes

1 For more on Leontief's life and further discussion of his work, see the 2006 special

issue of Economic Systems Research 18 (4). His birth certificate is posted on the web

(available at http://www.wassily.leontief.net/docum/certifG.jpg). His father was a Munich

graduate (Kaliadina and Pavlova 2006).

2 He wrote ‘This is the same type of relation which was originally used by Walras in his

first formulation of the general equilibrium theory,’‘An attempt to approach the

empirical analysis of the American national economy from the point of view of general

equilibrium, i.e. treating it as a completely determined system, is presented in my

Structure of the American Economy, 1919–1929, Cambridge, 1941,’ and ‘This is the

relationship that Walras describes in terms of his production function, his coefficients of

production, each coefficient describing the amount of any particular input necessary to

produce one unit of the final output,’ respectively.

3 However, an anonymous reviewer draws our attention to the relevant writings of

Isnard to Lang and Buquoy. For more on this see Kurz and Salvadori (2000, 2006).

4 In ten Raa and Mohnen (2002), productivity growth is measured without recourse to

observed factor values, by disaggregating output and calculating the production prices

that would emerge under perfect competition – but do not necessarily prevail in our

more complex economy. Leontief's apparatus is thus used simultaneously to account

for input and output component growth rates and their valuations. This example

underscores the general equilibrium nature of input–output analysis.

Related research 

Recommended articles Cited by 

7

Leontief's Great Leap Forward: Beyond Quesnay, Marx and von Bortkiewicz

William J. Baumol

Economic Systems Research

Published online: 1 Jul 2010



People also read

http://www.wassily.leontief.net/docum/certifG.jpg
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09535310050005662
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Baumol%2C+William+J


Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

   

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources by email

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy

Cookies Terms & conditions Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

