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Abstract

Arms transfers are financed through a variety of means, including cash payments,

barter trade, military aid and credit. The fiscal and economic effects of these various

forms of arms transfer financing differ. Data on the flow of arms transfers, as provided

by international sources on the arms transfers tell little about actual economic burdens.

During the Cold War, military aid and credit financing had larger shares in overall

funding of arms imports, particularly by developing countries. After the end of the Cold

War, levels of military aid are sharply reduced. Little is known about credit funding.

However, measured by an opportunity cost method, it seems that indebtedness due to

arms imports did not increase as much during the 1990s as it had during the 1980s.

This is another indicator that the arms trade has become more commercial, with

customers needing to be able to pay for the imports. Less financially well-off customers

have become less important for the producers of new weaponry, and instead import old
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weapons, or small arms. The differentiation according to financial criteria among

customers in the military market increased in the 1990s.

Keywords:

Arms Trade Military Aid Import Financing Foreign debt

Notes

†E-mail: mb@bicc.uni-bonn.de

Additional information

Notes on contributors

Michael Brzoska †

†E-mail: mb@bicc.uni-bonn.de

https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1215%252F10474552-13-2-36&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F10430719408404780&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1177%252F0022002782026002002&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1177%252F002234338302000308&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1177%252F073889427500100202&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F10430719808404902&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1177%252F0022002782026001003&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Arms+Trade
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Military+Aid
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Import+Financing
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Foreign+debt


Source: Journal of Conflict Resolution

A data set on international trade in armaments for the major western industrialized

Related research 

Recommended articles Cited by 

29

Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

   

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources by email

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy

Cookies Terms & conditions Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

People also read

https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1007%252Fbf02696827&type=Scholix
https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

