Taylor & Francis
e Online & !

Home P All Journals » Politics & International Relations » Defence and Peace Economics P List of Issues
» Volume 15, Issue 3 P Trends in the costs of weapon systems an ....

Defence and Peace Economics >
Volume 15, 2004 - Issue 3
1,543 52 13

Views  CrossRef citations to date Altmetric
Original Articles

Trends in the costs of weapon systems and

the consequences

David L. I. Kirkpatrick
Pages 259-273 | Published online: 19 Jul 2011

66 Cite this article https://doi.org/10.1080/1024269032000123203

Sample our
Politics & International

Relations Journals

>> Sign in here to start your access
to the latest two volumes for 14 days

B Full Article [ia) Figures & data & References 66 Citations Ll Metrics

& Reprints & Permissions Read this article

Abstract

This paper notes that the outcome of military operations is determined largely by the
relative performance of the equipment deployed by rival forces. In this competitive
situation, the performance and unit cost of key weapon systems tend to increase
rapidly and persistently. Furthermore, developments in military technology are
increasing the fixed/variable cost ratios of individual weapon projects and of national
force structures. These two trends in weapon costs will, in coming decades, affect the
development of national defence procurement strategies, of the globalized defence
industry, and of geopolitical alliances.
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