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ABSTRACT

China’s engagement within the South Pacific has increased dramatically in recent years

mainly through significant increases in development assistance. Development

assistance is provided to address humanitarian needs but to also secure national

interests of the donor. This paper examines the extent and nature of Australia’s and

China’s influence in Vanuatu from the perspectives of the Ni-Vanuatu people using new

data. China is perceived as having the most influence in the country despite Australia’s

development assistance being viewed far more positively. Support for infrastructure is

the most important factor contributing to a positive image for both countries.

Perceptions of land grabbing are the main factor contributing to negative images.

Regional differences in perceptions of Australia and China across Vanuatu also exist.

-



 

We Care About Your Privacy

We and our 842 partners store and/or access information on

a device, such as unique IDs in cookies to process personal

data. You may accept or manage your choices by clicking

below, including your right to object where legitimate

interest is used, or at any time in the privacy policy page.

These choices will be signaled to our partners and will not

affect browsing data. Privacy Policy

We and our partners process data to provide:

Use precise geolocation data. Actively scan device

characteristics for identification. Store and/or access

information on a device. Personalised advertising and

content, advertising and content measurement, audience

research and services development.

List of Partners (vendors)

I Accept

Essential Only

Show Purpose

https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/cajp20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/cajp20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cajp20/54/3
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cajp20/54/3
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/cajp20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Clarke%2C+Matthew
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Feeny%2C+Simon
https://doi.org/10.1080/10361146.2019.1617237
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=5947&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-politics&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F10361146.2019.1617237&pubId=52973561&placeholderId=1074&productId=1600
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10361146.2019.1617237?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/figure/10.1080/10361146.2019.1617237?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1080/10361146.2019.1617237?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/10361146.2019.1617237?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/10361146.2019.1617237?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.1080/10361146.2019.1617237?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10361146.2019.1617237
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1
https://www.informa.com/privacy-policy/


 KEYWORDS: Soft power Australia China Vanuatu development assistance

Disclosure statement

No potential conflict of interest was reported by the authors.

Notes on contributors

Alfred Deakin Professor Matthew Clarke is the Head of the School of Humanities and

Social Sciences at Deakin University.

Professor Sim Feeny is Professor of Development Economics in the School of Economic,

Finance and Marketing at RMIT University.

Notes

1. Some of the questions, with permission, come directly from Afrobarometer (2016).
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