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ABSTRACT

This study explored financial challenges among students in pursuit of a social work

degree. A total of 357 students (74% response rate) enrolled in either a BSW or MSW

program responded to an anonymous survey. Findings revealed that about one third of

participants reported a lack of awareness about the cost of the degree and received

less financial aid support than they expected. Financial and educational hardships were

common. The majority (76%) of participants had accumulated student loan debt, and

levels of debt were much higher compared to a study published a decade earlier.

Exploratory bivariate analyses revealed that student variables were associated with

perceptions about debt, as well as experiences of financial and educational hardships.

Implications for social work programs are discussed.
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Notes

 A copy of the survey is available by contacting the first author.

Additional information

Notes on contributors

Yvonne A. Unrau

Yvonne A. Unrau, PhD, LMSW, is professor and director of the Center for

Fostering Success at Western Michigan University.

Dee A. Sherwood

Dee A. Sherwood, PhD, MSW, MPA, is tri-county MSW program coordinator

at Western Michigan University.

Chris L. Postema

Chris L. Postema is an instructor at Western Michigan University.

1

Related research 



Recommended articles Cited by 

11

Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

   

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources by email

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy

Cookies Terms & conditions Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

Taylor and Francis

Group

People also read

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

