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Abstract

Reverse mortgages are usually seen as a vehicle for increasing the income of poor,
elderly households. This perspective, coupled with the relatively slow growth of reverse
mortgage programs, has led some observers to question the growth potential of the
reverse mortgage market. This article presents a more expansive view of reverse
mortgages as a financial tool for tapping housing equity for various purposes and at
various stages in the life cycle.

Three market segments for reverse mortgages are discussed: elderly persons living
alone, other elderly households, and non-elderly households. Potential uses include
turning housing equity into personal human capital investment accounts, enabling
children to provide care for their disabled parents, funding elderly households’ long-
term care insurance, and sustaining consumption. Recent progress in product

development and availability and political pressures to find private financing for health
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and long-term care suggest that the reverse mortgage market has considerable growth

potential.

Keywords:

Reverse mortgages Elderly Homeownership

Related Research Data

The National Potential of Home Equity Conversion
Source: The Gerontologist

Using Home Equity to Finance Long-Term Care

Source: Journal of Health Politics Policy and Law
Reverse Mortgages and the Liquidity of Housing Wealth
Source: Real Estate Economics

Risk and the Home Equity Conversion Mortgage
Source: Real Estate Economics

Response to Wiener Et Al.

Source: Journal of Health Politics Policy and Law

New Perspectives on the Afford ability of Long-term Care Insurance and Potential
Market Size

Source: The Gerontologist

Is Housing Wealth a Sideshow?

Source: Unknown Repository

Related research @

People also read Recommended articles Cited by
32

Reverse Mortgage Decision-Making >

Roberta Leviton PhD, MCRP
Journal of Aging & Social Policy
Published online: 2 Oct 2008


https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1093%252Fgeront%252F26.5.496&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1215%252F03616878-12-1-77&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1111%252F1540-6229.00634&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1111%252F1540-6229.00637&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1215%252F03616878-17-3-435&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1093%252Fgeront%252F33.1.105&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.3386%252Fw4552&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Reverse+mortgages
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Elderly
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Homeownership
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1300/J031v13n04_01
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Leviton%2C+Roberta

Information for Open access

Authors Overview

R&D professionals Open journals

Editors Open Select

Librarians Dove Medical Press
Societies F1000Research
Opportunities Help and information
Reprints and e-prints Help and contact
Advertising solutions Newsroom

Accelerated publication All journals

Corporate access solutions Books

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources by email

8 Sign me up
X JinJe kol

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy e Taylor& Francis

by informae--
Cookies Terms & conditions Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954
5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG



https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

