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Abstract

From a criminological perspective, romantic relationships are supposed to decrease the
risk of antisocial behaviour (Laub, Nagin, & Sampson, American Sociological Review,
63, 225-238, 1998). However, the effects of these relationships probably depend on the
romantic partner's behaviour. In the current study we examined partner similarity for
antisocial behaviour in an ethnically heterogeneous community sample of 4135
married, cohabiting and dating couples from Rotterdam, the Netherlands, using self-
reports. Spousal correlations were consistently positive for antisocial behaviour but
differed in strength according to the type of antisocial behaviour. Associations between
spouses remained strong after adjusting for age and educational level depending on
the type of antisocial behaviour. In addition, antisocial behaviour was positively
associated between partners across marital status and ethnicity, but the strength of
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this association varied to some extent. Results are discussed in light of the phenotypic

assortment, the socialization and the social homogamy hypotheses.
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Notes

1. ‘Non-responding couples’ refers to couples of a responding mother and a non-
responding partner. ‘Responding couples’ refers to couples of a responding mother and

partner.

2. ‘Variety refers to the number of different types of delinquency reported by the
(Thornberry & Krohn, 2000; 42-43)

3. The choice of antisocial behaviour among men and among women as an

independent and dependent variable, respectively, was arbitrarily.

4. Under the assumption that the relationships for dating couples are less stable than
for married and/or cohabiting couples and are thus more likely to end when partners
grow older.


https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/criminal+behaviour
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/criminal+careers
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/ethnic+background
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/delinquency
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/socio-economics

Related research @

People also read

Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Overview

Open journals

Editors Open Select
Librarians Dove Medical Press
Societies F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Help and information

Help and contact

Advertising solutions Newsroom
Accelerated publication All journals
Corporate access solutions Books

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources

by email

BSignmeup
£ B x Jlin
Kol v

Copyright © 2025 Informa UK Limited

Accessibility

Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions

S

Recommended articles Cited by
5

Open access

Taylor & Francis Group

an informa business

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954
5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG



https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
http://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

