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Abstract

Media policy schemes around the world are seemingly shifting character. As budgets for
direct subsidies are under increasing pressure, the role of indirect tools, such as tax
reductions, are growing in relative importance. This article explores the political
justifications of value-added tax (VAT) as a media policy tool, and how longitudinal
shifts indicate broader changes in the media systems. Based on a document analysis of
newspaper VAT development in three countries with similar historical policy models—
Finland, Sweden and Norway—the article identifies and describes the dynamics

between four major policy positions; transparency, pluralism, harmonisation and
financial austerity.
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Notes

1. The EEA provides for the free movement of persons, goods, services and capital
through three of the four member states of the European Free Trade Association—
Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway—and Member States of the EU.
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