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ABSTRACT

This study investigated intergenerational transfers by the sandwich generation towards
adult children and elderly parents. Using data on generational transmissions in Finland
from a 2012 survey, we employed family fixed effect regressions and investigated
whether the Finnish baby boomers (age 62-67 years) provided more support towards
their adult children than towards their elderly parents. Four forms of intergenerational
transfers were considered: financial aid, practical help, care, and emotional closeness.
Emotional closeness, care, and financial aid were directed more often towards adult
children than elderly parents. In contrast, practical help was directed more often
towards elderly parents than adult children. The results regarding the direction of
investments were similar among women and men. However, women were emotionally

closer to their adult children than were men and provided more care to both elderly
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parents and adult children, while men gave more practical help to children than did
women. Finally, the downward transfers were directed more often towards daughters
than to sons by women (emotional closeness and childcare) and men (practical help
and childcare). Women directed upward investment more often towards mothers than
fathers (emotional closeness and care). The results are discussed with reference to

reproductive value and intergenerational stake hypotheses.

KEYWORDS:

Family generations Finland fixed effect regression kin support sandwich generation

Disclosure statement

No potential conflict of interest was reported by the authors.

Additional information
Funding

This work was supported by the Suomen Akatemia [grant number 317808], Koneen

Saatio and Suomen Kulttuurirahasto (H.H.).

Related research @

People also read Recommended articles Cited by
22

Sandwich generation caregivers’ problems: a narrative review >

Hakime Pashazade et al.
Educational Gerontology
Published online: 28 Dec 2023

Older Adults: The “Panini Sandwich” Generation >


https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Family+generations
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Finland
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/fixed+effect+regression
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/kin+support
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/sandwich+generation
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03601277.2023.2293568?src=recsys
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Pashazade%2C+Hakime
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/07317115.2015.1032466?src=recsys

Tobi A. Abramson
Clinical Gerontologist
Published online: 17 Jun 2015

Women’s caring responsibilities as they age: assessing the Sandwich Generation’s satisfaction with life
and well-being >

Roxane Gervais et al.
Community, Work & Family
Published online: 14 Jun 2024

View more


https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Abramson%2C+Tobi+A
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13668803.2024.2364093?src=recsys
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Gervais%2C+Roxane

Information for Open access

Authors Overview

R&D professionals Open journals

Editors Open Select

Librarians Dove Medical Press
Societies F1000Research
Opportunities Help and information
Reprints and e-prints Help and contact
Advertising solutions Newsroom

Accelerated publication All journals

Corporate access solutions Books

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources
by email

QSignmeup
O"M
i o ¥¢|

Copyright © 2025 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions eTaonr&Francis Group

an informa business

Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954
5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG



https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
http://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

