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ABSTRACT

Regarding the analysis of European economic policy choices since 2010, the literature

has largely taken the path of intergovernmentalism, concluding that the member states

were the key leaders of the economic and fiscal negotiations and relegating the

Commission to the loser status. This article aims to open the black box of European

economic policy-making through process tracing and embed a discussion on policy

entrepreneurship by the Commission within an analysis of policy change in economic

governance. It argues that the coupling of a high problem load with a high level of

systemic ambiguity opens a window of opportunity for bottom–up entrepreneurship of

the Directorate General for Economic and Financial Affairs which is snuffed out by the

political College and the member states when the problem load and the systemic

ambiguity are low.

 Log in  |  Register



About Cookies On This Site

We and our partners use cookies to enhance your website

experience, learn how our site is used, offer personalised

features, measure the effectiveness of our services, and

tailor content and ads to your interests while you navigate

on the web or interact with us across devices. You can

choose to accept all of these cookies or only essential

cookies. To learn more or manage your preferences, click

“Settings”. For further information about the data we collect

from you, please see our Privacy Policy

Accept All

Essential Only

Settings

https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/rjpp20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rjpp20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjpp20/24/8
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjpp20/24/8
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/rjpp20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Sch%C3%B6n-Quinlivan%2C+Emmanuelle
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Scipioni%2C+Marco
https://doi.org/10.1080/13501763.2016.1206140
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=5947&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-politics&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F13501763.2016.1206140&pubId=51098815&placeholderId=1074&productId=1600
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13501763.2016.1206140?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/figure/10.1080/13501763.2016.1206140?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1080/13501763.2016.1206140?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/suppl/10.1080/13501763.2016.1206140?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/13501763.2016.1206140?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/13501763.2016.1206140?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.1080/13501763.2016.1206140?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13501763.2016.1206140
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showLogin?uri=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F13501763.2016.1206140
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/registration?redirectUri=%2F
https://www.informa.com/privacy-policy/


 KEY WORDS: Bottom–up entrepreneurship European Commission multiple streams framework

bottom–upStability and Growth Pact windows of opportunity

Acknowledgements

The authors would like to thank Frank Schimmelfennig for his helpful comments on this

article.

Disclosure statement

No potential conflict of interest was reported by the author.

Notes on contributor

Emmanuelle Schön-Quinlivan is lecturer in European politics at University College, Cork,

Ireland.

Marco Scipioni is a research assistant at the University College Cork, Ireland.

Notes

1. Interview P14, DG ECFIN, 9 June 2015; interview P24, European Parliament, 22 June

2015; interview P18, DG ECFIN, 9 June 2015.

2. Interview P20, DG ECFIN, 10 June 2015.
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