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ABSTRACT

Regarding the analysis of European economic policy choices since 2010, the literature

has largely taken the path of intergovernmentalism, concluding that the member states

were the key leaders of the economic and fiscal negotiations and relegating the

Commission to the loser status. This article aims to open the black box of European

economic policy-making through process tracing and embed a discussion on policy

entrepreneurship by the Commission within an analysis of policy change in economic

governance. It argues that the coupling of a high problem load with a high level of

systemic ambiguity opens a window of opportunity for bottom–up entrepreneurship of
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the Directorate General for Economic and Financial Affairs which is snuffed out by the

political College and the member states when the problem load and the systemic

ambiguity are low.

KEY WORDS:

Bottom–up entrepreneurship European Commission multiple streams framework

bottom–upStability and Growth Pact windows of opportunity

Acknowledgements

The authors would like to thank Frank Schimmelfennig for his helpful comments on this

article.

Disclosure statement

No potential conflict of interest was reported by the author.

Notes on contributor

Emmanuelle Schön-Quinlivan is lecturer in European politics at University College, Cork,

Ireland.

Marco Scipioni is a research assistant at the University College Cork, Ireland.

Notes

1. Interview P14, DG ECFIN, 9 June 2015; interview P24, European Parliament, 22 June

2015; interview P18, DG ECFIN, 9 June 2015.

2. Interview P20, DG ECFIN, 10 June 2015.

3. In bold in the original text.

https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Bottom%E2%80%93up+entrepreneurship
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/European+Commission
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/multiple+streams+framework
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/bottom%E2%80%93upStability+and+Growth+Pact
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/windows+of+opportunity


Related Research Data

Liberal intergovernmentalism and the euro area crisis

Source: Journal of European Public Policy

The Political Stability and Growth Pact is Dead: Long Live the Economic Stability and

Growth Pact*

Source: JCMS Journal of Common Market Studies

Theoretically refining the multiple streams framework: An introduction

Source: European Journal of Political Research

Providing political leadership? Three case studies on Germany's ambiguous role in the

eurozone crisis

Source: Journal of European Public Policy

4. Interview P3, European Commission Cabinet, 26 June 2015; interview P5, Council of

the European Union, 9 June 2015; interview P6, DG Competition, 23 June 2015.

5. Interview P5, Council of the European Union, 9 June 2015.

6. Interview P10, DG ECFIN, 10 June 2015.

7. Interview P10, DG ECFIN, 10 June 2015.

8. Interview P24, European Parliament, 22 June 2015.

9. Interview P24, European Parliament, 22 June 2015.

10. Interview P4, Council of the European Union, 8 June 2015; interview P9, European

Central Bank, 2 July 2015; interview P25, European Parliament, 22 June 2015.

11. Interview P3, European Commission Cabinet, 26 June 2015.

12. Interview P31, Permanent Representation, 23 June 2015.

Additional information

Funding

This research was supported by the Irish Research Council Starter Grant.

https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F13501763.2014.994020&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1111%252Fj.1468-5965.2006.00670.x&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1111%252F1475-6765.12102&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F13501763.2016.1146325&type=Scholix


The dog that would never bite? What we can learn from the origins of the Stability and

Growth Pact

Source: Journal of European Public Policy

Policy windows, ambiguity and Commission entrepreneurship: explaining the relaunch

Related research 

Recommended articles Cited by 

27

Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

 

 

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources

by email

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions

Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

Taylor and

Francis Group

People also read

https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F1350176042000273522&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.1080%252F13501763.2013.800789&type=Scholix
https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
http://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

