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ABSTRACT

This article explores the role of politics for member states’ absorption problems of

European Union (EU) funds. Existing research relies solely on the influence of

administrative capacities, but more recent evidence points at the additional relevance

of politics as the party politicization of the implementation process. Drawing on this

evidence, I argue that parties alternating in control of EU funds change implementation

priorities and even management staff according to their preferences. These changes

interrupt implementation, weaken capacities, and thereby also contribute to absorption

problems. The argument is tested in a fuzzy-set qualitative comparative analysis of 17

operational programmes building large infrastructure in the new member states of the

EU. The results strongly support a role of frequent party alternation and low capacities

leading in conjunction to absorption problems. Low capacities are found to be an

important, but crucially not a sufficient condition for absorption problems.
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Notes

1. The missing 2007 entrants Bulgaria and Romania had no prior implementation

experience and are thus expected to have only ‘absent/rudimentary’ (D) capacities.

2. INUS refers to a condition that is an 'insufficient but necesary part of a condition

which is itself unnecessary but sufficient for the result' (Mackie 1965: 245).

https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.6084%252Fm9.figshare.5629996.v1&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/servlet/linkout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.6084%252Fm9.figshare.5629996&type=Scholix
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Absorption
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Central+and+Eastern+Europe
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/cohesion+policy
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/enlargement
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/EU+funds
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/Europeanization


Linking provided by  

Related research 

Recommended articles Cited by 

21

Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

 

 

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources

by email

Copyright © 2025 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions

Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

People also read

https://scholexplorer.openaire.eu/
https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
http://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.tandfonline.com/cookies
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

