Taylor & Francis
e Online (9) E

Home P All Journals » Environment and Sustainability
» International Journal of Sustainable Development & World Ecology P List of Issues P Volume 5, Issue 1

» Preserving natural capital in a world of ....

International Journal of Sustainable Development & World Ecology >
Volume 5, 1998 - |ssue 1

125 10 0

Views CrossRef citations to date Altmetric
Original Articles

Preserving natural capital in a world of
uncertainty and scarce financial resources

Eric Neumayer
Pages 27-42 | Published online: 02 Jun 2009

66 Cite this article https://doi.org/10.1080/13504509809469967

Sample our
Economics, Finance,

Business & Industry Journals

>> Sign in here to start your access
to the latest two volumes for 14 days

& References 66 Citations Ll Metrics &= Reprints & Permissions

Read this article

SUMMARY

Natural capital should be preserved because it exhibits features that distinguish it from
all other kinds of capital. The notorious prevalence of risk, uncertainty and ignorance
makes it difficult, however, to state which parts of it should be preserved. Some forms
of natural capital are more likely to be substitutable than others. Another difficult
guestion is how, to what extent and for how large costs certain kinds of natural capital
should be preserved. Both the ‘precautionary principle’ and the concept of ‘safe
minimum standards’ are rather elusive, especially on the question of costs. Policy
measures are discussed that allegedly preserve natural capital at low, or even
negative, costs. It is argued, however, that while there is some scope for policies that
are good for the environment and for economic development at the same time, the

relationship between the environment and the economy is likely to remain one of a


https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
https://www.tandfonline.com/subjects/environment-and-sustainability
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/tsdw20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/tsdw20
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tsdw20/5/1
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tsdw20/5/1
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/tsdw20
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Neumayer%2C+Eric
https://doi.org/10.1080/13504509809469967
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=5931&url=%2Fr%2Fsubjectsample-efbi&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F13504509809469967&pubId=41677206&placeholderId=1074&productId=3092
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/ref/10.1080/13504509809469967?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/13504509809469967?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/13504509809469967?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/permissions/10.1080/13504509809469967?scroll=top
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13504509809469967
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tandfonline.com%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F13504509809469967&title=Preserving%20natural%20capital%20in%20a%20world%20of%20uncertainty%20and%20scarce%20financial%20resources%3A%20International%20Journal%20of%20Sustainable%20Development%20%26%20World%20Ecology%3A%20Vol%205%2C%20No%201
https://www.tandfonline.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCart?FlowID=1

fundamental trade-off. Resolving this trade-off is beyond scientific reach and should be

left to democratic decision making. What science can do, is to help basing democratic
decisions on rational grounds.
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