Taylor & Francis
e Online & !

Home » All Journals » Economics, Finance & Business P Applied Economics Letters P List of Issues
» Volume 21, Issue 10 P» Compensation discrimination in the NFL: ....

Applied Economics Letters »
Volume 21, 2014 - Issue 10
656 15 0

Views CrossRef citations to date Altmetric
Original Articles

Compensation discrimination in the NFL: an
analysis of career earnings

Johnny Ducking, Peter A. Groothuis & James Richard Hill ¥
Pages 679-682 | Published online: 06 Mar 2014

&6 Cite this article https://doi.org/10.1080/13504851.2014.884688 i i

Sample our D
Economics, Finance,

Business & Industry Journals

>> Sign in here to start your access
to the latest two volumes for 14 days

Bj Full Article 4] Figures & data & References 66 Citations Ll Metrics

& Reprints & Permissions Read this article

Abstract

Using NFL data from 2000 to 2008, we test for compensation discrimination on career
earnings in the NFL. We use both the traditional dummy variable technique applied to
Ordinary Least Squares regression and the quantile regression analysis to measure the
effect of race on earnings. We focus on six positional groups: defensive backs,
defensive linemen, linebackers, running backs, tight ends and wide receivers. Our
analysis finds that a player’s performance determines career earnings and not their
race. Perhaps, using a Becker-like argument, market competition for the best players in
a competitive environment to achieve a winning team has overcome personal
prejudice.
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Notes

1 Players are excluded from the sample if a season is missing or skipped in the USA
Today’s NFL salary database
(content.usatoday.com/sportsdata/football/nfl/salaries/team) or if their salary is not

available in this database.

2 All undrafted players are assigned a draft number that is one digit higher than that of

the last player taken in the draft.

3 98.5% of the nonwhite offensive players and 97% of the defensive players are black

and the remainder are Pacific Islanders.
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