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Abstract

Using NFL data from 2000 to 2008, we test for compensation discrimination on career

earnings in the NFL. We use both the traditional dummy variable technique applied to

Ordinary Least Squares regression and the quantile regression analysis to measure the

effect of race on earnings. We focus on six positional groups: defensive backs,

defensive linemen, linebackers, running backs, tight ends and wide receivers. Our

analysis finds that a player’s performance determines career earnings and not their

race. Perhaps, using a Becker-like argument, market competition for the best players in

a competitive environment to achieve a winning team has overcome personal

prejudice.
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Notes

 Players are excluded from the sample if a season is missing or skipped in the USA

Today’s NFL salary database

(content.usatoday.com/sportsdata/football/nfl/salaries/team) or if their salary is not

available in this database.

 All undrafted players are assigned a draft number that is one digit higher than that of

the last player taken in the draft.

 98.5% of the nonwhite offensive players and 97% of the defensive players are black

and the remainder are Pacific Islanders.

1

2

3

Related research 

Recommended articles Cited by 

15

People also read

https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/J71
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/J53
https://www.tandfonline.com/keyword/J31
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/clickThrough?id=113070&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tandfonline.com%2Fjournals%2Frfas20&loc=%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.1080%2F13504851.2014.884688&pubId=46731115&placeholderId=101378&productId=1117


Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

   

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources by email

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy

Cookies Terms & conditions Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954 

5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

